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Come, eat of my Bread, and drink of the Wine that 
I have mingled. Prov. ix, 5. 
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Reader, 
F 'thou doft receive any Benefit or Satis- 
1 faction by this little Book, lend it to thy 
* Neighbour for his Good.— And think it not 
too much Trouble, to afjift thoſe Perſons in the 
Ule of it, who are not able to read themſelves. 


Fon the ee m_ Perſons, charitably 
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diſpoſed to give away this little Book among | 
Servants, and Others who fand in moſt Need of | 
fuch-Kind of Helps, it will be _ in Sheets fer 
21 2s a Hundred. | 3 m 
| oever de e to fs any 3 E 3 upon 5 
| | this Subject, with a more particular Explication © - | 
| the Texts relating thereto, m 7 conſult a Book ( of «which } F 
| thts is an Abftra# J entitle : 


An Eſſay on the Lord's Supper; Fi 
Wherein is ſhewn; $3 
l The Nature and End of that Sacrament; 
the Obligation to frequent it; the proper }J © 
Diſpoſi * cop tor Receiving it; and the Ad- 'F\ 
vantages of a worthy Reception. 
To which are added, = 

Prayers, Thankſzivings, and Meditations,, I th 
ſuitable to the Subject. Jof 
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88 the enſuing 1 Thankf- 
givings, and Meditations, are prin- 
ted chiefly for the Uſe of Servants, 
16 and others of inferior Rank, who 
are in Want of ſuch Kind of Help; 2 
| © Sol judged it not improper to pre- 
miſe and hs down a few Obſervations and Direc- 
tions ( chiefly collected from eminent Divines) 
which may be of Uſe to the ſame Perſons, in 


J eſt of all Chriſtian Duties. 
To this End I ſhall offer to their Thoughts 


ſomewhat on theſe following Confiderations. 


itſelf ; 
- Secondly, On the Gai ae of nn it. 
- Thirdly, On the proper Diſpoſitions for re- 


5 ceiving it. And, 


ception. | 


And, firſt, for the Inſtitution itſelf. 


And this, 1 think, cannot be hetter illuſtrfated, 


| than by fhewing what i is recorded by the Authors 
of the New Teſtament concerning it. The moſt 


compleat, as well as ſhorteſt View of the Whole, 


may be taken by throwing all the Accounts into 
one, in ſome ſuch Manner as here follows : 


The Lord Jeſus, in the fame Night that he 


was betrayed, took Bread, and giving Thanks, 
_n blefled 


preparing them for the due Diſcharge of the great- 


Firſt, On the Inſtitution of the Lord's Supper | 


\ Fi Fourthly, On the Advantages of a worthy Re- 


— 
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0 A DiscourRseE 
*< bleſied it, and brake it, and gave it to his Diſ- 
<< ciples, ſaying, Take, eat, this is my Body, 
«< which is given for you: Do this in Remem- 
% brance of me. Likewiſe after Supper he took 

the Cup, and when he had given Thanks, he 
gave it to them, faying, Drink ye All of this, 

«< for this is my Blood of the New Teſtament 
„(or Covenant) which is ſhed for you and for 
many, for the Remiſſion of Sins: Do this, 
as olt as ye drink it, in Remembrance of me.“ 
What I ſhall here recommend to Obſervation, 
is, the Circumſtance of Time in which our Lord 
inſtituted this holy Sacrament : It was the very | 
Night in which he was betray d. Our Saviour 
waited till the Eve of his Crucifixion, before he 

. preſcribed it; intending by this venerable Rite to 
cloſe a Life, which had been always hitherto em- 
ploy'd in the Inſtruction and Edification of Man- 
kind, and which he was then going to offer up as || 
a Sacrifice to God, in order to obtain for them 
eternal Redemption. So critical a Conjuncture 
was exceeding proper ſenſibly to affect the Hearts 
of his then dull Diſciples ; and was, perhaps, for 
that very Reaſon, pitch'd upon for the firſt Cele- 
bratioh of the Euchariſt. 1 

The Bleſſed Son of God, being willing to per- 
petuate his Church, and to give to all ſucceeding 
Chriſtians the Helps and Comforts which m 
Rood in Need of, provides for them in the moſt || 
efficacious Manner, by the Inſtitution of this holy 
Sacrament. Being wholly taken up with the De- 
ſire to eſtabliſh an Ordinance that was to be ſo 
beneficial to Mankind, neither the killing Thought 
of that moſt ſhameful Part one of his Diſciples 

(ho was with him at the Table) was going to 

act, in betraying him; nor the Machinations A 
Fp | 5 the 
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the Jews, who, he well knew, were at that 
Time in deep Conſpiracy againſt his Life; nei- 


. ther the amazing Agony he was to undergo in 
4 the Garden, nor the loweſt Ignominy he was to 
e ſuffer from the moſt abje& of the People; all 
n which Circumſtances were Preludes to a moſt 
t ſhameful, accurſed, and cruel Death: None of 
r | theſe, I fay, could divert his Attention from it: 


> | ith fo ſtrong a Defire did he deſire to eat this 
laſt Paſſover with his Diſciples, in order to have 


hs an Opportunity of ſubſtituting in the Place of it a 
d | new one, which was to be infinitely more ex- 
y | | cellent in its Signification and deſigned Effects 
ir In a Word, this Sacrament appeared to him of 
e that Importance, as to induce him to take upon 


0 Himſelf the Care of appointing and ſettling it be- 
15 fore he ſuffered: He did not leave it to his Diſ- 


- | ciples to inſtitute themſelves ſome Kind of Cere- 
s | mony, whereby to remember their crucify'd 
N Maſter, altho' it is plain he left many important 
E Things to be revealed to them by the Holy Ghoſt; 


ts but he himſelf takes Bread and Mine, and having 
r bieſſed them, that they might thereby repreſent 
e- his Body and Blood, he gives them to his dear 

Apoſtles; at the ſame Time adding this kind In- 


r- junction and Command, Do this in Remembrance 
g of me : Acting, in this Reſpect, like thoſe tender 
> and gencrous Friends, who, when they are going 
Fl to be ſeparated from us for any conſiderable Time, 
ly leave us their Picture, or 15 other precious 


e- Token of their Affection: Even ſo our Rleſſed 
ſo Lord, that his Diſciples might not forget what 
ht Manner of Man he was, 7 upon them, 
es | and thro' them upon all Believers, this bleſſed Sa- 
to | crament, which in ſome Meaſure was to ſupply 
of his Abſence, and to bring Him always to their Re- 
he = A 4 membrance, 
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membrance, till his coming again to Judgment. 
For, as St Paul ſays to the Corinthians, As often as 
ye eat this Bread, and drink this Cup, ye do ſhew 
the Lord's Death, till he come. So much for the 
Inftitution itſelf, I come now, as I propoſed, 
Secondly, To conſider the Obligation Chriſtians 
lie under, to frequent the Lord's Supper. : 
We are obliged to it in point of indiſpenſible 
Duty, and in Obedience to a plain Precept and 
In junction of our Bleſſed Saviour, that great 
Law-giver, who is able to ſave and to deſiroy, as 
St James ſtiles him. *Tis He, who commanded 
his Apoſtles, and through them all ſucceeding 
Miniſters vf the New Covenant, to do what he 
had done before them ; viz, to take Bread and 
Wine, to bleſs and diſtribute them. Now if it 
be incumbent on Paſtors ſtrictly to follow and 
obſerye this Order, it can ſurely be no leſs the 
Duty of thoſe committed to their Care, to re- 
ceive from them the conſecrated Elements; for 
the Obligation is certainly mutual. This then is 
a very expreſs and ſolemn Command. Now for 
a Man that profeſſes himſelf a Chriſtian, to hve 
in the open Contempt or Neglect of a plain Law 
and Inſtitution of Chriſt, is utterly inconſiſtent 
with ſuch a Profeſſion. Oe . 
But farther: This was the particular Thing 
our Saviour gave in Charge, when he was go- 
ing to lay down his Life for us: This Sacra- 
ment then owes its Origin to our Redeemer; 
that is, to one who has infinitely obliged us; to 
one, who has redeemed us from the Curſe of the 
Law, being made a Curſe for us; who his own 
ſelf bare our Sins in his own Body on the Tree, by 
whoſe Stripes we are healed; and who inftituted 
it, as we have juſt now obſerved, in the molt 
affecting 
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affecting Conjunct ure imaginable, when he was 
on the Point of offering up his Life for us: 


Surely there ariſes from hence a moſt powerful 


Motive to the religious Obſervance of it. Do this, 


ſays he, in Remembrance of me. And one would 


think (as often as we read in the Inſtitution, thoſe 
Words of our dear Lord, and confider what He 


who ſaid them did for us) this laſt and dying 


Charge of our beſt Friend ſhould ſtick by us, 
and make a ſtrong Impreſſion upon our Minds; 
eſpecially, if we add to them thoſe other Words 
of his not long before his Death : Greater Love 
hath no Man than this, that a Man lay down his 
Life for his Friend : Ye are my Friends, if ye do 
whatſoever I command you. Is it not then a won- 
derful Love that he has expreſſed to us, and wor- 


thy to be had in perpetual Remembrance? And 


what does he expect from us, but, by Way of 
thankful Acknowledzment, to celebrate the Re- 
membrance of it, by the frequent Participation of 
this bleſſed Sacrament ? And ſhall this Charge, 
laid upon us by Him who laid down his Life for 
us, lay no Obligation upon us to the ſolemn Re- 
membrance of that unparallePd Kindneſs, which 
is the Foundation of fo many Bleſſings to us? It 
is a certain Sign we. have no great Senſe of the 
Benefit, when we forget him Days, nay, even 


: Months and Years without Number. We ſhould 

be ſo far from neglecting this Ordinance, that we 
ſhould heartily thank God for every Opportunity 

he offers us, of thus ſewing forth his Death, and 
our grateful Remembrance of it. Methinks we 


ſhould long with holy David (who ſaw but the 
Shadow of theſe Bleflings) to be /atisfy'd with 
the Good Things of God's Houſe, and to compaſs 
bis Ahar ; and ſhould cry out with him, O when 
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ſhall I come and appear before thee? My Soul 


longeth, yea, even fainteth for the Courts of the 
Lord, and my Fleſh crieth for the living God] Had 
we, therefore, but a juſt eſteem of Things, we 
ſhould account it the greateſt Infelicity in the 
World to be debarr'd of this Privilege, which 
| yet we do deliberately and frequently refuſe to 
_ partake of. | TY 
I proceed to my third Conſideration concerning 
the proper Diſpoſitions for receiving the Lord's 
Supper. | 2 5 2 1 
And in order thereto, it is neceſſary to have re- 
courſe to the Words of the Inſtitution, Do this 
in Remembrance of me; for whoever remembers 
his Saviour in a due Manner, cannot fail of being 
acceptably admitted to his Table. Now a!tho* 
the Words, Do this in Remembrance of me, do 
not expreſly mention how we are to remember 


Chriſt, it is evident that this Command carries 


in it whatever can be the Matter of a Comme- 
moration; for as it is no tenough, when any Perſon 
deſires us to remember him, to call to Mind barely 
that ſuch a Perſon once lived among us, without 
remembring alſo, what Manner of Man he was, 
and what he had done for us; ſo would it be a 
very barren and fruitleſs Remembrance of Chriſt, 
to remember merely that once this divine Perſon 
dwelt among us, without contemplating at the 
ſame Time, what the Apoſtles beheld,---#7s 
Glory; the Glory as of the only begotten Son of God, 
full of Grace and Truth. Surely then, in order 
to remember him as we ought to do, we muſt. 
not only conſider what he is in his own Nature, 
put alſo under thoſe ſeveral exalted and important 
Offices he is ſaid in Scripture to have taken on 
him, as our Prieſti, our Prophet, and our King 1 
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and eſpecially under the firſt of theſe, ſince one 
of the great Ends of this Holy Rite is declared to 
be, to ſhew forth the Lord's Death, till he come. 

But as I have enlarged on theſe Particulars 
in the enſuing Devotions, I ſhall refer the Reader 
| thereto, and here only give a brief Account of 
the chief Diſpoſitions, which the Remembrance 
of Chriſt is apt to excite, and ſhould ever be at- 
tended with; and thoſe are Thankfulneſs, Cha- 
_ rity, and a fixed Averſion to all Sin. 

As to the firſt of theſe: It is ſurely very natu- 
ral to be touch'd with the moſt ſenſible Gratitude 
in approaching the Lord's Table, where we call 
to our Remembrance the amazing and inexpreſ- 
fible Love of Chriſt in laying down his Life for 
us, and the extraordinary and ineſtimable Effects 
of that Love, in the Benefits of our Redemption : 
And ſurely our Commemoration of this great 
Lover of Souls muſt be very faint, and very life- 
leſs, if it does not inflame us with the moſt ſin- 
cere, the moſt tender Love towards Him, that 
has ſo loved us, as to give himſelf for us, and lay 
dawn his 9 8 for our Sakes, The leaſt we can 
do on our Part, is to love him, becauſe he firft 
loved us. This Duty of Thankfulneſs is ſo plain, 
ſo ſelf-evident, that it would be needleſs to enlarge 
upon it; there being no Virtue, which has been 
more univerſally approved among all Nations, 
even among the moit ignorant and barbarous, 
than this of Gratitude x and no Vice ſo much 
deteſted as Ingratitule. | 

But 2dly, Another Diſpoſition, on this Occa- 
fion, is Charity : We muſt be in Charity with all 
Men, for whom as well as for us, our Saviour 
was pleaſed to offer up himſelf on the Croſs. No 
one, that knows what Chriſtianity is, can be ig- 

1 | , norant 


Pd 


I2 A Discoursy 


norant that Brotherly-Love is one of the moſt ef- 
ſential, the moſt indiſpenſable Duties of that holy 


| Religion, which the bleſſed Son of God came to 
preach to the World; and without which, the 


warmeit and moſt affectionate Commemoration 
can profit us nothing. This Holy Sacrament breathes 
nothing but Love and Peace, Union and Con- 
cord; and it is very evident that one main End 


of it was, to unite Chriſtians together by the 


Bands of Charity ; a Virtue, which our Saviour 
has carried to the utmoſt Height, and which he 
has made the very Criterion, the diſtinguiſhing 

ark and Badge of his truc and genuine Diſci- 
ples. We know, that eating and drinking toge- 
ther at the ſame Table, has always been eſteemed 
a Note of Friendſhip, and a Profeſon of Kind- 
neſs among Men : It is the common Way of the 
World to compoſe Differences, to keep a Friend- 
lineſs in Neighbourhoods, and to beget Endear- 
ment and. mutual Love in all Fraternities : And 
accordingly St Paul, ſpeaking of the Eating of 


the ſame Bread in the Eucharit, takes Occaſion 
from thence to demonſtrate the peculiar Union, 

which ought always to ſubſiſt between all the 
Members of Chriſt's Church: Becauſe the Bread 
(or Loaf) is One, Me, though (perſonally) many, 


are One Body; for (as a Symbol of our Unity) 
He are All Partakers of that ONE Bread. And 
it certainly becomes Chriſtians at all Times, and 
| elpectally at this heavenly Banquet, to look to it, 
| that their Love be without Difſumulation, that they 
harbour no Envy or Revenge, no Malice or Hatred, 

in their Hearts, but that they be #ndly  affedtioned 
one to another with brotherly Love, in Honour pre- 
ferring one another, tender-hearted, forgiving one 
another, even as God for Chriſt's Sake bath Her- 


fen 
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given us; remembering thoſe that are in Bonds, as 


bound with them, and thoſe that ſuffer Aduerſity, 


as being ourſelves alſo in the Body, and ſtriving 
continually to improve and abound in every Branch 
and Inſtance of that Charity, which /uffereth long, 
and is kind, envieth not, vaunteth not itſelſ, is not 
puffed up, doth not behave itſelf unſeemly, ſeeketh 
not her own, is not eaſily provoked, thinketh no 
Evil, rejoiceth not in Iniquity, but rejoiceth in the 


Truth; beareth all Things, believeth all Things, 


 hopeth all Things, endureth all Things, and never 
faileth ; — but is the fulfilling of the Law upon 
Earth, and endureth for ever in Heaven. te 

3dly, The Remembrance of Chriſt's Death 
brings naturally to our Minds the Cauſe of that 
Death; which was to be a Propitiation for the 
Sins of Mankind: Now if this be conſiderately 
weighed, it cannot, fail of producing in us the 
ſtrongeſt Averſion to Sin. In the Blood of 
Chrift we ſee our Condemnation ; and in the 
bitter Sufferings he underwent, the due' Reward 
of our evil Deeds, It is not poflible to con- 
ceive, that a ſtronger Proof than this, could be 
exhibited of God's Hatred againſt Sin, and con- 
ſequently, of the Obligation which lies upon us to 


avoid it. Had God indeed, out of his infinite 


Grace and Goodneſs (ſuppoſing it to have been 
not inconſiſtent with his Attributes) freely vouch? 
ſafed a Pardon to all paſt Sins, without exacting 
any Satisfaction at all, or by accepting any ſuch 
inſufficient Satisfaction, as ſinful Men could have 
been capable of making, we muſt indeed have 
admired the excceding Abundance of his Mercy; 
but, at the ſame time, his infinite Hatred againſt 
Sin would not have been ſo clearly difplay'd. But 
now that he witholds not his. Son, his only Sor 
ha 5 | from 
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l 
from us, but delivers Him up for us All; when at 
the ſame time, that he is pardoning the Sinner, 
he inflicts the heavieſt Puniſhment of Sin, upon 
the beſt and moſt innocent Perſon that ever lived 
in the World (voluntarily ſubmitting to undergo 
theſe Sufferings for us) T hs is an abundant Proof, 


what an high and tender Concern God has for the 


Honour and Authority of his juſt and righteous 
Commandments ; how great the Malignity and 
Danger of Sin is, and conſequently, how great 
an Averſion we ought ever. to have for it, ſo as 
to hate and forſake, to renounce and abhor it, as 
the moſt accurſed Thing. | 

Theſe are the chief Diſpoſitions which reſult 
from a due Remembrance of Chriſt, and upon 


which therefore we 7 to examine ourſelves 


befofe we come to the Euchariſt : So that every 


good Chriſtian ſhould aſk himſelf fome fuch Queſ- 


tions as theſe that follow, and that © not lightly, 
© and after the Manner of Diſſemblers with God, 
© but ſo that he may come holy and clean 
© to ſuch an heavenly Feaſt, in the Marriage 
© Garment required by God in his holy Goſpel, 
c and be received” in an acceptable Manner at 
c that holy Table.“ Th Ee er 

„ Have I taken due Care to inform myſelt 
cc aright of the Nature and Ends of that holy 
« Sacrament which I am about to receive? Do 


& I conſider it as an holy Rite of Chriſt's own . | 
«« Appointment, to commemorate the infinite 


* Love of our Saviour in dying for us, and the 
c jinnumerable Benefits which by his precious 
«© Blood-ſhedding he has obtain'd'to us? Have 
« ͤduely reflected upon the intolerable Miſery 
« which would have been my Portion without 


the Merits of his Sacrifice? Am I duely 


« thankful 
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<<, thankful, that I am thereby not only delivered 
(6 


from the Wrath to come, but alſo made an Heir 
of an Inheritance incorruptible and undefiled, 
of an eternal Weight of Glory? And do I feel 
my Heart affected with becoming Sentiments 
of Love, and Joy, and Gratitude, at the in- 
finite Goodneſs of God the Father, in giving 


up his Son, His only begotten Son, that we 


might not periſh, but have eternal Life ; and 
at the incomparable Love and amazing Con- 


deſcenſion of God the Son, who for us Men 


and for our Salvation was pleaſed to humble 
himſelf to Death, even the Death of the Croſs ? 
And have I fo juſt, fo thankful a Remem- 
brance of this invaluable Mercy, as never to 
ceaſe to offer up Thanks and Praiſe for the 
unſpeakable Advantages which accrue to us 
thereby ? 

« Am I ſenſible that one of the chief Ends for 
which this divine Banquet was inſtituted, and 
in which the Love of Chriſt is ſo plainly diſ- 
play'd, was to beget, to nouriſh, and to in- 
creaſe Brotherly Love; to imprint in my Heart 
the great Neceſſity which lies upon Chriſtians 
to walk.....with all Lowlineſs and Meekne ſs, 


with Iong-ſuffering, forbearing one another in 


ove, endeavouring to keep the Unity of the 
Spirit in the Bond of Peace? Am I refolved 
to do Good to all Men, but 1 unto them 
that are of the Houſhold of Faith, and to de- 


monſtrate that I am Chriſt's Diſciple, by tak- 
ing all Occaſions to do them Service, and by 
forgiving all mine Enemies, even the moſt in- 
veterate and implacable ? 


Have I thoroughly conſidered what ungrate- 
- 66 


ful Returns I have made, in breaking ſo often 
| ecthroꝰ 
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ce thro' the Commands of ſo good, fo merciful a 

C Maſter; Commands fo juſt, ſo excellent in 

c their Nature, and fo caſy to be obſerved ? Am 

« T convinced that his * in coming into the 

« World was not to fave me, if I obſtinately con- 

cc tinued in Sin, but to redeem me from all Iniguity, 

cc and make me ⁊ealeus of good Works? And 

c therefore that his Sacrifice will ſtand me in no 

e Stead, if I co-operate not with his Deſign to 
& bleſs me, by turning myſelf from all Iniguity? = 
& That on the contrary, if after the vaſt Ob- 
“ ligations I lic under, and the powerful Motives 
ce he furniſhes me with, I continue i» Sim, I | 
<« ſhall be intirely foecchiefs at the Day of Judg- 
« ment, and my Condemnation thall be the 
greater? Am I then reſolved, thro? the Grace 

4 of God, to amend my Life, and to Jive ſoberly, 

6 righteouſly, and gealy, in this preſent World ; to 
4 put off, concerning the former Converſation, the 

* old Aan, which is corrupt, according to the de- 

& certful Luſts, and be renewed. in the Spirit of 
« my Mind, labouring daily to hut on the new 
4 Ie Zan, which after God is created in Righteouſ- 

c neſs and true Reed} And ſince by coming 
« to the Lord's Table, I folemnly and publickly 
<«. profeſs, that 1 look on Jeſus Chriſt as my 
Lord and Maſter, and do thereby enter into 
* Covenant with him, am I fully reſolved to 
cc comply with my Engagements, in ſerving him 
& diligently and Faithfull", all the Days of My 
Life? 

Such are the Diſpoſitions and ud ens 
with which we ſhould come to the Lord's Table, 
and concerning which we ought ſincerely to exa- 
mine ourſelves. And now, if I may be allowed 
_ Digreſion, J would add à Word or two in 

| anfwer 
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on the Lord's Supper. 17 
anſwer to ſome Excuſes, to reform ſome Neglects, 
and rectify ſome Miſtakes : From what has been 
ſaid, it plainly appears how.-groundleſs and vain all 
Excuſes thoſe are which are commonly pleaded, 
for the Omiſſion of this Duty, becauſe of the 


Want of ſufficient "Time to prepare for it. The. 
neceſſary Qualifications for this Duty (as we have 


ſeen) are ſuch only in general, as are neceſſary 


to the right Performance of all other Duties of 


the Chriſtian Life, and without which we cannot 
be Chriſtians indeed, true Diſciples of Jeſus 
Chriſt, It is a great Miſtake to think, that theſe 
Qualifications are to be acquired juſt when we 
attend on this Duty, and afterwards to be no 
more regarded, but they ought to PRs to ac- 
company, and to follow it; for Sanctification is 
the Buſineſs of our whole Lives, whether we re- 


ceive the Sacrament or not. It is true, when we 


are about to receive, we ought to examine our- 
ſelves, and, when we have Leiſure for it, quicken 
our Devotion; and in the Solemnity itſelf put our 
Virtues in Motion (if the Expreſſion may be uſed) 
by exerciſing them in the beſt Manner we can, 
on the great Objects that preſent themſelves to 
our Minds, the thankful Remembrance of Chriſt, 


and the Inferences that naturally flow from it: 


But that hinders not, but the chief Preparation 
conſiſts more in a good Life, than in the Devo- 
tion we can uſe before the Time of recetving. 
The only Precept we have relating to any pre- 
vious Preparation, is that given by St Paul, 
I Cor. xi, 28, of examining ourſelves > But neither 
our Saviour, nor his Apoſtles, have told us how 
much Time ought to be ſpent in this religious 


Exerciſe : And indeed it was not poſſible to do it, 


becauſe of the great Diverſity of Men's States and 
| Tempers, 
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18 A Dis covrst | 
Tempers, and the different Degrees of Leiſure one 
Man enjoys above another. A Man who is placed 
in ſuch a bo Station of Life, that he muſt get his 
Bread by the conſtant Sweat of his Brow, would 
not anſwer the End of Providence, was he to paſs 
that Time in Retirement and Devotion, which he 
ought to employ in Labour for his Subſiſtence. 
Whilſt at the fame Time that he follows the Work 
of his Calling, and endeavours to provide for his Fa- 
milywith honeſt Induſtry, and truſts in God's Pro- 
vidence, and is content with his Condition, he is 
in the Way of his Duty; and a faithful Diſcharge 
of that, can never diſqualify him for the Sacrament; 
on the contrary, he is then doing Service to the 
Lord, and is habitually prepared for all religious 
Duties. | Ds 
It is worth obſerving, that the Duty of recei- 
ving the Sacrament, 1s enjoined on all Ranks, 
High and Low, Rich and Poor, one with another ; 
and therefore our bleſſed Lord who enjoins the 
ſtrict Obſervation of it upon all, muſt be ſuppo ſed 
to require ſuch Preparation ſor it only, as is con- 
ſiſtent with all Stations of Life; and conſequently, 
nothing that is above the Condition, or Capacity 
of the meaneſt Perſon. And as we have abun- 
dant Reaſon to believe that our Saviour intended 
it for a Part of ordinary Chriſtian Worſhip, ſo we 
muſt needs conclude that he will ever approve 
ſuch Kind of Preparation, as is reſpectively ſuit- 
able to the various Ranks and Conditions of Men. 
And ſurely there is no Condition of Life ſo 
ſtreight, ſo very laborious, but that therein a 
Man may find ſome Interval, in the very Midſt of 
Buſineſs, to lift up his Heart to God in devout 
Ejaculation ; and certainly, he may always have 
Time. enough. to worſhip God, before = lies 
| . down 
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down, and after he riſes up; and by riſing a little 


ſooner, or only a little later lying down to Ret, 


he may redeem a Portion from his Sleep to enlarge 
his Devotions, to examine the State of his Soul, 


and by the Exerciſe of Repentance and Thank- 


fulneſs, Faith, Hope, and Charity, prepare him- 
ſelf in the beſt Manner, for a worthy Approach 
to the Lord's Table. The foregoing Form of 
Examination, p. 14, and the following Devotions, 
are intended to help him in theſe Exerciſes. 


And here, perhaps, it may not be improper to 


add a Word or two concerning Servants, and 
particularly thoſe, who are known by their Dreſs. 
and Habit to be ſuch; I mean Livery Servants, . 
very few of whom are ever ſcen at the Lord's 
Table. | 
Many of theſe, it is to be lamented, are ſcan- 
dalouſſy wicked and prophane, and are ſometimes 
hardened in Wickedneſs, by the Example of thoſe, 
who muſt one Day be accountable, in a great 
Meaſure, for their Miſbehaviour. Oh that both 
might ſee their Folly and Danger, and repent and 
amend before it be too late! But let not ſuch 
wicked Servants think themſelves ſafe, by charging 
their Iniquities upon others, by imitating any of a 
higher Rank, or following a Multituds to do evil: 
Let them remember, that God has given no Man 
Licence, much leſs laid any one under a Neceſſity, 
to Sin; that every one is bound to live in the Fear 
of God here, and muſt give an Account of himſelf 


to God hereafter; and that at the laſt great Day 


the Wicked, how great or little or mean ſoever 


they be, ſhall be ſentenced to everlaſting Fire, 


whilſt the Righteous only ſhall be received into 
Life eternal, | | 
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And I would to God, that all Servants+, whether 
in Livery or otherwiſe, whether they are Male 
or Female, might have their Eyes opened to diſ- 
cern what Obligations they are under to receive 
the Lord's Supper often; and their Hearts a- 
wakened to conſider the great Iniquity and Dan- 
ger of a groſs Neglect. Is this a Duty incum- 
bent only upon thoſe of a higher Rank ? Is it not 
the indiſpenſible Duty of every Rank and Station? 
Is not every Chriſtian bound to love and obey Jeſus - 
Chriſt, and to remember him in this holy Or- 
dinance *---Leiſure cannot be wanting for this 
Duty; for the whole-Day is conſecrated for De- 
votion when they are expected to perform it. And 
I need not add any Thing to what has been ſaid 
about the Time to be employed in Preparation. 
Many of thoſe to whom I now ſpeak, have too 
much upon their Hands, and it would be a 
double Advantage to them, to have ſome of it | 
employed to religious Purpoſes. - But perhaps | 
| ſome of the well-diſpoſed of this Claſs may fay, 
That they would gladly lay hold of the Op- 
6 portunities they have of receiving the holy Sa- 
<« crament, if the Maſters and Miſtreſſes they 
< ſerve would but give them Leave, and coun- 
<< tenance and encourage them in doing fo.” To | 
ſuch Servants I fay, beware of the unreaſonable : 
and unwarrantable Fear of Man: Be atraid of 


* 
* 


＋ If any Servant ſhould here plead, that he does not receive 
the Sacrament becauſe he is poor, and cannot give as he would 
at the Offertory ; I would inform him, that the Alms collected 
at the Sacrament, are not Matter of Neceſſity, but of free 
Gift; and every one is to give only according to his Ability, 
and as he is diſpoſed in his Heart. The poor Widow's two Mites 
are preferred to the richeſt Oblations of the Wealthy. And 
he that has nothing at all to give, is invited freely to partake' 
of theſe ſpiritual Bleſſings ⁊vitbout Money and without Price, 


offending 


upon it you will give no Offence by ſuch a Free- 


them, that every Maſter of a Family muſt be in | | | 


"miniſtered on Holidays.) - And what I ſay. here of the 


_ that in the Evening. 
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offtnding God; let Him be your Fear, and let 
Him be your Dread : Never let the Fear of Man #1 
lead you to neglect or tranſgreſs the Duty which 1 
you owe to God +. If your Maſters don't begin 1 
with you, and admoniſh you of your Duty, take 4 
Courage to ſpeak to them, and afk their Leave, 
where that may be neceſſary. Don't ſay you are | 
aſham'd : Conſider whether you have not more by 
Boldneſs in leſſer Matters, and whether it does not 1 
become you to have more Courage and Reſolution 
where your greateſt Intereſt is concerned? Be 
humble, and modeſt, and obliging, and depend 


dom as this. But I muſt beg Leave to add a 
Word to the Maſters themſelves: And I cannot 15 
but wiſh, that even thoſe who appear to regard }f 
their Duty in other Points, would take this Matter bf 
into their ſerious Conſideration. I need not tel! 


ſome Meaſure anſwerable for the religious Beha- 
haviour of his Family: He is to watch over and 
inſtruc, and admoniſh, and reprove his Children 
and Servants : He is to worſhip God with them in 
his Family, and to allow and require them to 


+ But as a truly conſcientious Servant would always contrive 
to ſerve his Maſter which is in Heaven, in the Way that is 
leaſt inconvenient to his earthly one ; ſo when his Attendance 
is indiſpenſably required at home, during the uſual Time of 14 
Divine Service, he may, in this great Town, have an Oppor- 
tunity to receive the Sacrament early on the Sunday Morning 1 
at the Chapel Royal at St James s, St James's Church, Mbite- 
Hall Chapel; or in the City, at St Anne's Alderſgate, St Mi- 
chael's Crooked-Lane, or St Mary le Bow (where alſo it is ad- 


Sacrament, may be equally applied to the publick Prayers 
and Sermons; fince in this Town we have them, at different 
Churches, before the uſual Hours in the Morning, and after 


wWorſhip 
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worſhip God in ſecret by themſelves, and in the 
publick Congregation, and particularly at the 
Lord's Table. If Maſters diſcharged their Duty 
faithfully in taking this Care of their Servants, [ 
perſuade myſelf we ſhould not hear ſo many Com- 
plaints of their Miſbehaviour. But if they who 
ſhould inſtruct and direct them better, neglect their 
Charge; much more, if they become Examples 
-of Lewdneſs and Profaneneſs ; what Wonder is it 
if ſuch uninſtructed uncultivated Souls are eaſily 
captivated, and led away with divers Luſts, to 
commit Iniquity with Greedineſs? One would 
think that Maſters, for their own Intereſt and Se- 
curity, if they look'd no farther, ſhould take a 
little more Care of their Servants : And the ſhock- 
ing Inſtances we have lately had of Robbery and 

Marder, committed by Servants, ſhould awaken 
Maſters to conſider the Neceſſity of inſtilling ſome 
good Principles into their Servants, and to endea- 
vour, all the Ways they are able, to plant the 
Fear 2 God in their Hearts, and a firm Belief of 
a Judgment to come, which may engage them 
to refrain from every evil Way, and to keep a Con- 
' ference void of — . towards God and towards 
Man. Thoſe Maſters and Miſtreſſes who have 
any Senſe of Religion themſelves, muſt eſpecially 
ſee the Neceſſity of ſuch a Conduct; and will 
certainly be pleaſed to encourage and improve all 
the good Inclinations they can diſcover in their 
Servants : And they will excuſe me, if I intreat and 
| beſeech them to conſider the Baſhfulneſs and Back- 
wardneſs of Servants in theſe Matters, and to con- 
deſcend to be their Monitors, and to convince and 
perſuade them to diſcharge their Duty therein as 
they ought to do: And if they would call them 
together daily, and more eſpecially on * 
a 47 
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Day, to join in Family Prayer, reading the Scrip- 
tures, and religious Converſation; the happy 
Effects of their Endeavours would quickly be 
perceived, in the greater Fidelity and Diligence, 
the more humble, modeſt, peaceable Behaviour 
of their Servants, EY 
But ſome urge farther, that they are unworthy, 
and therefore afraid to come to the Lord's Table, 
left by coming they incur that Damnation threa- 
tened by St bow „I Cor. xi, 29.----But this is 
owing to a wrong Apprehenſion throughout of 
St Paul's Meaning: For it is not ſaid, he that is 
unworthy to eat and drink this Sacrament, if he 
does it, eateth and drinteth Damnation to himſelf; 
if it were, then indeed we might be juſtly afraid 
of coming to this Royal Feaſt, (for who can ſay, 
T have made my Heart clean, I am pure from my 
Sin?) but he that eateth and drinketh unworthily. 
' Now there is a great deal of Difference between 
theſe two Things, between a Man's being un- 
worthy to. receive this Sacrament, 'and his re- 
ceiving it unworthily, which I ſhall thus illuſtrate: 
He, for Example, who has grofly wronged, 
maliciouſly ſlandered, or without any Provocation 
of mine, treated me very ill, is, as every one will 
grant, utterly unworthy of any Kindneſs or Fa- 
vour from me. But now, if notwithſtanding this 
Unworthineſs, I do him ſome conſiderable Kind- 
neſs, and offer him ſome Favour, his Unworthi- 
neſs is no Let or Hinderance to his receiving it; and 
if he accepts it with a due Senſe, and a grateful 
Mind, and by it is moved to lay aſide all his former 
Enmity and Animoſity, and heartily repents him 
of his former ill Will againſt me, and ſtudies how 
to requite this Courteſy ; it is then plain, that tho? 
he were unworthy of the Favour, yet he hath now 
| „ received 
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received it worthily, that is, after a due Manner, 
as he ought to have done, and that it hath had its 
right Effect upon him: 

So we are all unworthy to partake of this holy 
Banquet; but being invited and admitted, we may 
behave ourſelves as becometh us in ſuch a Pre- 
ſence, at ſuch a Solemnity; and if by it we thank- 
fully commemorate the Bcd of our Lord, and 
renounce all our Sins and former evil Ways, and 
there give up ourſelves to be governed by him, |} 
and vow better Obedienee,- and are affected with | 
a true Senſe of his Love; then tho* unworthy | 


of ſo great a Favour, yet we have worthily, that . 


is after a right Manner (as to God's Acceptance) 
received this bleſſed Sacrament. 
Moreover, the Bamſnation here ſpoken of does 
not denote eternal Damnation, but certain judi- 
cial and extraordinary Plagues which God inflicted | 
on tne Corinthians for their irreverent, factious, 
and uncharitable Behaviour at the Lord's Table, as 
Wang not only from the rendring the Original 
Word by Judgment in the Margin, and the Uſe 
of it in other Places (as Luke xxiii, 40. 1 Peter 
iv, 17) but alſo from the Context, which ſhews 
that the Fudgment or Damnation here ſpoken of, is 


to be underſtood of temporal Judgments ; and „ 


that the Deſign of them was to prevent thoſe that 
are eternal: We are judged of the Lord bar we 

might not be condemn d with the World. | 
Thus we ſee how groundleſs thoſe Excuſes are 
which keep Men from — of this holy Ordi- 
nance; an Ordinance viſibly calculated for the 
Good of Mankind, and attended with ſingular 
Advantages, as I am going in few Words to 
ſhew, purſuant to the WOO Particular at firſt 
W 


that all the 


| 
| 
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propoſed, where I am to point out the Ad- 


y vantages of a worthy Reception of the Lord's 
F >upper- 


Now it may be fairly argued, in the firſt Place, 
eee of God are deſigned for 
our Benefit and Advantage; and that migh. 
Bleflings will attend all thoſe that faithfully ob- 
ſerve them: To all devout Chriſtians, they are 


fweeter than Honey, and the Honey-comb, yea, 


dearer than Thouſands of Gold and Silver, and in 


keeping of them there is great Reward, The great 


and good God, infinitely happy in himſelf, ſtands 


not in Need of the Worſhip of ſuch frail Crea- 


tures as we are, nor of any of the Creatures he has 
made; for the very Angels are not pure in his 
Sight, and much leſs Man, that is a Worm: But 
he humbleth himſelf to behold the Things that are 
in Heaven and Earth. Our Goodneſs extendeth not 
to him : He is the ſame Yeſterday, to Day, and for 
ever, and is not capable of receiving any Addi- 


tion to, or Diminution from his Happineſs ; nor is 


it to be imagined a Man may be profitable to God, 
as be that is wiſe may be profitable to himſelf; and 


therefore all the Worſhip, all the Obedience he 
requires of us, muſt be enjoined for our Good : 


And, conſequently, as it is a divine and indiſpen- 
ſible Command that we ſhould Do THIS; as 
it is a Command bound upon us by the molt 
awakening and endearing Obligations, ſo our wil- 
ling Obedience to this Command will be moſt 
certainly crowned with unſpeakable and ineſti- 
mable Bleflings. I , 
But beſides what may be ſaid of God's Com- 
mands in general, if we attend to the Nature and 
Deſign of this Command in particular, it will 
farther appear, that great Advantages mult ne- 
5 ; B cellarily 


26 A Discourst 
ceſſarily ariſe from the devout Performance of this 
Duty : For this Sacrament, being inſtituted, as we 


| have ſeen, for the ſolemn Remembrance of Chriſt 
it is certain that a ſedate, folemn Commemo- 


ration of this bright Exemplar of all moral and 
divine Virtues, of this great Preacher of Righ- 
teouſneſs, cannot but have a mighty Tendency to 
promote that univerſal Holineſs which he taught, 


and ſo effectually recommended by his own Prac- 


For, can we contemplate (as we do in this hol 


Ordinance) the Breadth, and Length, and Depth, | 
and Height of the Love of Chriſt, which induced. 
him to give himſelf a Ranſom for all, without being 
filled with the moſt affectionate Gratitude for that 


unconceivable Love? Without reſolving to live no 
longer to ourſelves, but to him who has done the/: 
great Things = us, wheresf we rejoice ; and ſay- 
ing with St. 2 

wvertheleſs Ilive; yet not I, but Chriſt liveth in me; 
and the Life which I now live in the Fleſh, I live 


by the Faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and 


aul, I am crucified with Chriſt, ne- 


—_— 


gave himſelf for me? -In this Sacrament we fee 


the Lord of Glory humbling himſelf, and taking on 
him the Form of a Servant; and can Servants, 
notwithſtanding this great Pattern of Humility, 


murmur, and be uneaſy at their low Condi- 


tion in the World? Can any of us cheriſh | 
any Thoughts of Pride or Vanity, which are ſo 
unſuitable to frail Creatures, and moſt miſerable 
Sinners? Can we behold the ſurprizing Charity of 
our bleſſed Saviour, without being enlarged in our - 
Bzwels towards his poor Members? Without re- 


nouncing all Hatred, Malice, and Revenge ; with- 


out reſolving to love, from henceforth, the whole 
Race of Mankind, even our bittereſt Enemies? 
| „„ Lan! 


_ 


fall ſhort of what we have richly deſerved? Can 
we think of the horrible Torments which our Sins 


Power to a pgs righteouſly, and godly in this 


| abundant Reaſon to praiſe the Wiſdom of the great 


World imagines: We are apt, by our Follies and our Vices, 


dition with that of others > And how very unreaſonable, at - 


| Mixture of Evil ? 
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Can we ſee Innocence itſelf ſuffer the bittereſt Tor- 
ments with ſo much Patience and Reſignation, with- 
out a firm Reſolution to bear, and that too without 
murmuring, thoſe Misfortunes * and Diſappoint- | 
ments which God is pleaſed to ſend us, and which 
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have cauſed to the Son of God, without a great 
Abhorrence againſt all Sin? Can we call to Mind 
that Chriſt died for our Sins ence, that through 
Faith, Repentance, and Newneſs of Life, we might 
not die for ever, without reſolving to do all in our 


preſent World ; without uſing all our Endeavours 
to perform every Condition neceſſary to qualify us 
for this mighty Bleſſing? In ſhort, / a 1s no Part 
of our Saviour's Life and Actions which does not 
afford us ſome excellent Motive to the Regulating of 
our Converſation, and there is no Part of his Life and 
Actions but may, and ought to be remembered by 
us at the holy Sacrament.---So that this Sacrament, 
in itſelf, has a very natural Tendency to make us 
grow in Grace, and in the Knowledge of our Lord 
and Saviour Feſus Chriſt ; and therefore we have 


* If this were a proper Place, it might eaſily be made ap- 
pear, that there is not ſo much Difference in the general Ac- 
count of the Miſery and Happineſs of human Life, as the 


to multiply our Sorrows, and diſquiet ourſelves in vain; to 
overlook our Bleſſings, and repine at our Afflictions, and envy 
the Proſperity of other Men: And yet, how few are there 
that would be willing to exchange their whole State and Con- 


the ſame Time, to defire to be delivered from all the Evils 


which belong to our own Eſtate, and to have all the Good 
belonging to others tranſplanted in their Room, without any 
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ness 


Shepherd and Biſhop of our Souls, for eſtabliſhing 
in his Church ſo excellent a Means to make us 
| wiſe unto Salvation, through Faith which is in 
Jeſus Chrift. | 

Moreover, it deſerves alſo to be conſidered, 
in the laſt Place, what are the ſpeczal Graees 
which God has annexed to the right Diſ— 
charge of this Duty, and what may be infer'd 
from the extraordinary Preſence of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, and the ſaving Participation of 
his Body and Blood, in this holy Ordinance : | 
For, if Jeſus Chriſt be preſent, with his Grace and 


holy Spirit, in the Midſi of two or three, that |, 


are gathered together in his Name, can we doubt 
in the leaſt, whether he be preſent, in a very parti- 
lar Manner, in the Midſt of thoſe, who celebrate 

this holy Feaſt, this moſt ſolemn. Part of all re- 
ligious Worſhip ? iz the Midſt of thoſe, who, ac- 
cording to his Will, publickly acknowledge the 
infinite Price and Efficacy of his Death? who im- 
print it in their Minds in the moſt lively Manner; 
who bleſs their Redeemer, and praiſe him with 
the whole Church, in a ſolemn Ordinance which 
he himſelf has appointed; who, by virtue of his 
meritorious Death, plead with Confidence to be 


reconciled to God? What Service can we perform 


that can be more acceptable to him? Can God 
refuſe his Grace to him that faithfully and devoutly 
akſks it in this ſacred Rite? It is at the holy Table, 
that God pours upon us his choiceſt Bleflings ; 
where, in ſhort, he makes us Partakers of all the 
Benefits of Chriſt's Death; for, ſays the Apoſtle, the 
Cup of Bleſſing which we bleſs, is it not the Commu- 
nion of the Blood of Chriſt? the Bread which we break, 
75 it not the Communion of the Body of Chriſt? 1 Cor. 
x, 16. The Effect of which, worthily received, 
| | can 


on the Lord's Supper. £ 9 


can be no leſs than the Forgiveneſs of our Sins, and 


all the other Fruits of his Paſſion, eſpecially the 


powerful Aſſiſtance of the Holy Spirit: So that in 
the frequent devout Uſe of this holy Rite, our Souls 
will be ſtrengthen'd and refreſhed by the Body 
ce and Blood of Chrift, as our Bodies are by the 


Bread and Wine: We ſhall go from Strength 


to Strength in the Paths of Holineſs. This Viaticum. 
will help us to go on couragioully in our Journe 
through this Vale of Tears; will fill us with all 


Foy and Peace in believing, and make us abound in 


Hope, through the Power of the Holy Ghojt ; and 


carry us ſafe to the Regions of Immortality. What 
urgent Motives then are wanting to engage us to 


partake of this holy Feaſt with Eagerneſs and Joy? 


Was even our Saviour's Authority, who has en- 
join'd it; was even the Senſe of Gratitude for 
what he has ſuffered for us, not capable to move 


us; yet our own Intereſt (which never fails to. 


guide us in Things temporal) ſhould prompt us. 
to it. Are there any of us, that are hard put to 
it, either thro* the prevailing Infirmities of our 
Natures, or thoſe that our evil Cuſtoins have 
brought upon us ? Are there any of us that want 
Strength or Courage to grapple with our ſpiritual 
Enemies, or to reſiſt thoſe Temptations that daily 
make Aſſaults upon us in our Way of Living? Why, 


here we have an effectual Remedy. By comin 


frequently, and conſcientiouſly, and devoutly, to 


this holy Feaſt of God, we may gain ſuch Re- 


freſhment, ſuch Support, ſuch Strength and Power, 
as will enable us to go through our Work chear- 
fully and ſucceſsfully ; ſuch Succours as will not 
fail, if we faithfully make uſe of them, to van- 


quiſh all our ſpiritual Adverſaries; ſuch Comfort 


and Peace of Mind, as will make our Lives toler- 
B 3 ably 


0 
ably eaſy under all the Difficulties, and Troubles, 
and Calamities of this miſerable World. Here the 
loweſt and wretchedeſt of Mortals may perceive, 
that they are not forſaken for their Poverty and 
Affliction, but are as dear to Chriſt as if they 
were ever ſo tighly advanced in worldiy Wealth _ 
and Honours : Here they may comfortably reflect, 
that the Blood of Chritt was ſhed for the meaneſt 
HBeggar, as well as for the greateſt Monarch; and 
that no Man ſhall be rejected for his outward Con- 
dition, but only for his Miſbehaviour in that State 
wherein Providence has placed him. Jeſus Chriſt, 
who for eur Sakes became poor, that we thro' his 
Poverty might be made rich, has told us that in 
the World we fhall have Tribulation, but has bid 
vs, notwithſtanding, be of good Cheer, becauſe he 
has overcome the World. He will cheer us in this 
holy Ordinance, and has left it, as a ſure Pledge 
that he will come again at the End of the World, 


to receive us into that Glory, which he is gone be- 


fore to prepare for us. e ſhould comfort our- 
ſelves with the Thoughts of that bleſſed Time, 
when we ſhall eat and drink with him in his King- 
dom; when we ſhall be admitted unto Mount 
Sion, and unto the City of the Living God, the 
heavenl © fb aan and to an innumerable Com- 
pany ff ngels; To the general Aſſembly and Church 
the Firſt Born, which are written in Heaven, 
and to God the Fudge of all, and to the Spirits of 
juft Men made perfect, and to Feſus the Mediator 
F the new Covenant. | 
So that in neglecting this Sacrament, we neg- 
left our own Intereſt and Happineſs, we for /ate 
our own Mercies, and judge ourſelves unworthy 
of all the Bleſſings of the Goſpel; and deprive our- 
ſelyes of one of the beſt Means and Advantages of 
„ con- 


* 


on the Lord's Supper. 31 


conveying and confirming theſe 9 to us. In 
he vain do we bemoan the Decay of our Graces, and 
our ſlow Progreſs and Improvement in Chriſti- 
14d anity, whilſt we willfully deſpiſe the Means of our 
Growth in Goodneſs: Well do we deſerve that 
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0 God ſhould nd Leanneſs into our Souls, and make | 
+ | themtoconſumeand pine away in perpetual Doubt- i 
Fry ing and Trouble, if when God himſelf doth ſpread i 
id fo bountiful a Table for us, and ſet before us he j 
_ Bread Y Life, we will not come and feed upon j 
5 it with H Thanxkfulneſs.. 1 
1 What Happineſs can we covet after, equal to 

Fa that which God imparts, in admitting us to his holy 

A Table? If a King was to invite us to his Table, 

d we ſhould think ourſelves greatly honour'd by ſuch 

,, an Invitation, and take eſpecial Care that nothing 

* ſhould hinder us from accepting of it, and keep us 

5 back from ſuch a mighty Honour. With how much 


M greater Reaſon ſhould we be earneſt and zealous, 
4 when we are invited to the Royal Banquet of the 
King of Kings, and Lord of Lords, to feed there, in 
a ſpiritual Manner, on the Body and Blood of our 
Saviour, and to be there treated as his Friends and 
"Hi Companions ! I may add, that there are no Services 
in the Chriſtian Religion, that give our Souls more 


K refined Pleaſure and Satisfaction, and make them 

„ mount in brighter Flames of Gratitude than this, 

I nay, none like it: Tis here that . Hearts burn 

7 woithin us, and that our Thoughts burit into a pure 

g Flame of Devotion, and Love, and Thankful- 
neſs, for the Benefits conferr'd on us thro? Chriſt : 

II .t is here that we find more eſpecially the Truth 

. of David's Aphoriſm, a joyful and pleaſant Thing 


it is to be thankful, and that we drink, as it were, 
of the River of God's Pleaſures.. 


32 APIs S DRS E, Ec. 


If ſuch Conſiderations as I have all along uſed 
will not prevail upon Men, to lay aſide their 
trifling Excuſes for the Neglect of ſo great a 
Duty, it remains that we lament their Blind- 
neſs, and offer up our moſt earneſt Prayers to God 
to open their Eyes, that they may ſee what is 
their true Intereſt, and haſten to partake of this 
holy Sacrament with all the Reverence that is 
due to it. I am ſure, that if People were but ſen- 
{tle of the great Advantages they might reap by 
it, they would need no other Motive, to perſuade 
them to frequent it as often as they can. For we 
ſhould ſoon find, as many have done already by 
Experience, that this is the Means appointed by 
aur bleſſed Redeemer, whereby to communicate 
himſelf, and all the Merits of his moſt precious 
Death and Paſſion, to us, for the Pardon of all 
our Sins, and for the purging our Conſciences from 
dead Works to ſerve the living God : So that by 
applying ourſelves conſtantly unto him, we may 
receive conſtant Supplies of Grace and Power 
from him, to live in his Faith and Fear all our 
Days: And by converſing ſo frequently with him 
at his holy Table upon Earth, we ſhall be always. 


fit and ready to go to him, and converſe perpe- 


tually with him in his Kingdom above, when we 
ſhall have no need of Sacraments, but ſhall ſee 
him Face to Face, and adore and praiſe him for 
ever, as for all his other Benefits, ſo particularly 
for the many Opportunities he hath given us, of 
Partaking of his moſt precious Body and Blood. 
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4 DVICE concerning Spiritual 


Communion. 


A there are many Perſons deprived of Op- 


portunities of coming to the Sacrament, 


by their Engagements in a Seafaring Way of 
Life; as there are many Places, eſpecially 


in Country Pariſhes, where it is very ſel- 


dom adminiſtered ; and as it may happen, 


that ſometimes the beſt Chriſtians are by 
Sickneſs, and other warrantable Impediments, 


| hindered from partaking of it when it is; ſome 


pious Divines “ have adviſed in theſe Caſes a 


ſpiritual Communion to ſupply, in ſome Sort, the 


Want of /acramental. To this Purpoſe They 


adviſe us to ſet apart the ſame Portion of 


Time, and to uſe the ſame Meditations and 
Prayers (changing only ſuch Expreſſions as re- 


late to actual Participation) as if we were to 
receive the Sacrament. As this is Matter of 
Advice only, and not of divine Commandment, 


tg Mam may do herein as he 7s, diſpoſed in 


his Heart. But no doubt ſuch a ſpiritual Com- 


munion cannot fail of having a very good Effect: 
By it, the Reſolutions we make at the Lord's 


Table will be conſtantly renewed, and will not 


be liable to be eaſily forgotten, which is too often 
the Caſe, when Communions are at a great Diſ- 
tance from each other: By this, we may always 


Ses Biſhop Taylor's Worthy Communicant, p. 3863 


Jobnſon's Unbloody Sacrifice, Part I, p. 349, 350; 2d Part, 
p. 261; Biſhop Patrick's Advice to a Friend, p. 181 Bi- 
hop Wilſon's Inſtruction for the Lord's Supper, p. 1733 
Spiritual Combat, p. 246. „ 
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preſerve a lively Senſe of God's Mercies, an ab- 
ſolute Hatred againſt Sin, and a fervent Charity 
towards all Men : By this we ſhall keep up our 
Love to our Saviour, and be always prepared to 
preſent ourſelves at his Table, whenſoever we 
have an Opportunity ; and in the mean while 
we ſhall comfort ourſelves, that whilſt . we do 
<« truly repent of our Sins, and ſtedfaſtly be- 
« heve that Jeſus Chriſt hath ſuffered Death 
4 upon the Croſs for us, and ſhed his Blood 
« for our Redemption, earneſtly remembering 
the Benefits we have thereby, and giving him 
c hearty Thanks therefore, we do eat and 
drink the Body and Blood of our Saviour 
<« profitably to our Soul's Health, altho' we 
* do not receive the Sacrament with our 
„„ *.* ; 
Nay, this /þiritual Communion may be of good 
Uſe to thoſe ſcrupulous Perſons who are afraid 
to partake of the Lord's Supper, unleſs they 
have had a great deal of Time beforehand for. 
actual Preparation, or abſent themſelves on Ac- 
count of any other miſtaken erroneous Opi- 
nions. The Acts and Exerciſes. of ſuch /p:r:- 
tual Communion, will help to bring their Minds 
to, and keep them in, a right Frame and Tem- 
per, and moſt powerfully incline them to par- 
take of the bleſſed Sacrament as often as they 
As to the Devotions fit to be uſed on ſuch 
Occaſions, moft of the following ones may 
ſerve without any Alteration, and the others 
with very little. The penitent Confeſſion of Sins, 
p. 11; The Prayer for the Grace FA Thankful- 
neſs, p. 14; The commenurative Meditation on 
# Communion of the Sick, | 


our 


* 
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our Saviour's Sufferings, p. 25; The Scripture 
Paſſages, p. 33; The Meditations on our. Sa- 
viour g Offices, p. 36--55, may be uſed. with= 
out any Alteration. 1 


The Prayer for Charity, p. 15; at the Offer= 


ing of our Alms, p. 18; the Meditation on the 


Words, Do this in Remembrance of me, p. 20; 
the Ejaculations at the Lord's Table, p. 31, 32, 
may alſo ſerve with ſome ſlight Variation: The 
Communion Service too, may be very properly 


uſed, making the neceſſary Alterations +. 


You may begin your Devotions by ſome ſuch 
Prayer as this | | 


Almighty God and moſt merciful Father, 


who art every where, and more eſpecially nigh 


unto all that call upon thee in Truth, I proſtrate 


myſelf before thy divine Majeſty with the deepeſt 


Humility of Soul and Body, to implore thy 


Grace at this Time, that by it I may be enabled. 


to perform. an acceptable Sacrifice unto thee. 


It is a great Comfort to me to think that 
“ unto thee all Hearts be open, all Defires 
& known, and from thee no Secrets are hid;““ 
for thou knoweſt the Deſire of my Heart to be 


to the ſacramental Bread and Cup, to comme- 
morate in an eſpecial Manner the Salvation 0 

God, in the Congregation of thy People. | lament 
my want of Opportunity, acknowledging it 


my bounden Duty to join in this ſolemn Act of 


public Worſhip whenſoever proper Opportunity 


+ This is already done in ſome Meaſure by Biſhop Pa- 
trick, in A private Prayer for the Uſe of thoſe who want the 
Opportunity of receiving the holy Communion, or are any Ways 
diſabled from going to it, at the uſual Times of its publick Ad- 
miniſiration, printed ſingly, and in his Advice to a Friend, 


- 


p- 188, Alio in Hele's ſele& 0 ” of private Devst ion, p. 410. 
„„ 15 


— 


=” 


po 
£ : F - 2 * 
x 5 Foot 
22 — . 2 — g — RÄ ee - 1 
ESL — IS oe ts 1 ä 8 — al * * 5 — a. mung 
— — - — — * = w * — — he 
* — rg. x” * 7 =_ mtr — = 8 — —— — — 7 Dc * a 
— 2 — - 5 * - 8 —— 8 — — —— IT * 80 "REES. 
RN Kg rr : — — — "mes Dow — — 1 
ws = pony — — — — rag 2 
5 N - wv — — + — jou b 
5 — N 1 —— ä IST? — p — 2 , 
8 = 6 J : 8 nn”. Rs 


——— 2 — r 
= "OX Wx< — ern = —_— h _ = 9 
— — 


— TT 2-->=3ra 
— —— — 


— — ts — — — 


26 Advice concerning ſpiritual Communion. 
is afforded me: Pardon, good Lord, all my 
<areleſs Omiſſions of this Duty; my Want of 
Devotion when J performed it, and my. Want 
of Improvement by it. 

Accept, O Lord, of my Will and Deſire, 
at this Time that I cannot outwardly commu- 
nicate; let thy gracious Preſence: be with me, 

| Bnce tho? I am abſent from thy choſen People, 
who now joyfully attend on thy holy Ordi- 
nances, yet I am preſent in Spirit, and ee 
join with them in magnifying < thine ineſtimable 
% Love in the Redemption of the World by 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt and in pleading the 
Merits of his all-ſufficient Sacrifice for the Par- 
don of my Sins, and thoſe of all ſincere Peni- 
tents; hay for the obtaining of all ſuch Graces as 
are neceffary to further thine Elect in the Way 
to eternal Life. -O whilſt I am deprived of 
the external Elements of this bleſſed Sacrament, 
be thou pleaſed to grant me the ſpiritual Com- 
forts and unſpeakable Advantages they were in- 
tended to convey to all true Believers, which 
I, nioſt humbly beg to be made Partaker of, 
thro* the Mediation of thy bleſſed Son my 
Red cemer. Amen... 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 
T HE Lord's Supper being ordained for the- 


E ſpecial *« Remembrance of the Death of Chriſt, 
& and of the Benefits which we receive thereby; 
¶ have endeavoured, in the feng Devotions, 
to inſtill thoſe Sentiments of Love and Thankfulneſs 
which do power fully fo from that Commemora- 
tion. I would not by any Means be under/toad ta 
preſcribe theſe Devations as abſolutely neceſſary to- 
all Perſons, and every Time they receive the holy 
Sacrament; ſince [only intend them for Helps 10 
thoſe who are not already better provided, and 
which they may uſe in whole, or in part, according 
to their Liking and Leiſure, | 
But whether the Reader will make uſe of this, 
or any other Collection, let me put him in Mind, 
that our Prayers are not to be run over careleſly, 
and, as it were, for Form Sake (which, God knows, 
too many of us do) but with Reverence, and in the 
Fear of that tremendous Majeſty before whom we 
ftand, bringing into Captivity every Thought to 
the Obedience of Chriſt ; remembering always that 
God does not hear us for our much ſpeaking, but 
for the devout Affections with which we offer up 
our Prayers to him. „„ 5 
I have interwoven as many Scripture Phraſes, 
as in the Courſe of. my Reading I could find appli- 
cable to my Purpoſe. There is a peculiar Energy 
in the Language of the holy Writers, which 1s 
wonderfully proper to heighten Devotion, wi _ 
go . | Thies 


38 ADVERTISEMENT:. 
which the moſt elegant Form appears to very great 
Diſadvantage. *_ 

̃ have carefully avoided all rapturous and ex- 
tatick E Lg: which can ſuit only few Per- 
ens, and have endeavourd to expreſs myſelf in ſuch 
2 Manner as may ſuit à young Beginner in Re- 

ligion, as well as a greater Proficient ; but yet, 

as it is impoſſible to provide abſolutely for all Per- 
ſons (conſidering the Variety of their Tempers, In- 
clinations, Circumſtances, &c.) I beg the Reader 

will firſt carefully read the Whole over, and alter 

where he thinks neceſſary, before he uſes any Part 

to aſſiſt his Devotion; that when hg, comes to pour 

his Prayers to God, his Fervency may not be eva- 
porated in examining the Fuſtneſs of a Petition, or 
Rlop'd in adjuſting it to his particular Caſe. 

May the bleſſed God, that heareth Prayer, pro/- 
per my weak Endeavours to his Glory, and the 
Good of Souls. Amen. | 


* ...-- © It happens very well that the Hebrew Idioms run 
c into the Engliſp Tongue with a particular Grace and Beauty: 
6 Our Language has received innumerable Elegancies and Im- 
provements from that Infufion of Hebraiſms, which are de- 
© rived to it out of the Poetical (I will add, and other) 
£ Paſſages of holy Writ : They give a Force and Energy to our 
c Expreffions, warm and animate our Language, and convey 
© our Thoughts in more ardent and intenſe Phraſes, than any 
© that are to be met with in our own Tongue. There is 
© ſomething ſo pathetick in this Kind of Diction, that it often 
e ſets the Mind in a Flame, and makes our.Hearts burn within 
c us. How cold and dead doth. a Prayer appear, that is 
© compoſed in the moſt elegant and polite Forms of Speech 
* which are natural to our Tongue, when it is not heighten'd 
© by that Solemnity of Phraſe which may be drawn from the 
c ſacred Writings ? It has been ſaid by ſome of the Ancients, 
c 'that if tke Gods were to converſe with Men, they would 
© certainly ſpeak in Plato's Stile; but, I think, we may ſay 
<. with Juſtice, that when Mortals converſe with their Crea- 
© tor, they cannot do it in ſo proper a Stile as that of holy 
c Scripture.* Spectator, Vel. VI, N. 405. 


PRAYERS, 


THANKSGIVINGS, 


AND 


MEDITATIONS, 


To aſſiſt the devout Chriſtian in his. 


Preparation for, and Attendance at, 
the Lok D's SUPPER. 


ts. a. — FREY 


YT cs ts ES 


Let the Words of my Mouth, and the Meditation 
of my Heart, be alway accebtable : in thy Sight, 
O Lord, my Strength and my Redeemer. 

Pfal. xix, 14, I5. 


* 


* 


COLLECT *. 
Almen; God, unto whom all Hearts be 
open, all Deſires known, and from whom 
no Secrets are hid, cleanſe the 3 of our 
Hearts by the Inſpiration of thy holy Spirit, that 


we may perfectly love thee, and worthily mag- 
nify thy holy Name, through Chriſt our Lord, 


Amen. 


* From the Communion offce, 


PRAYERS, (XC; 


A Prayer to God, that he would be pleaſed 10 
. afhſt us in our Preparation to receive the 
_ Bleſſed Sacrament, | | 


! 


Proſtrate myſelf before thee, my moſt gracious 
God and merciful Father, in humble Ac- 
nowledgement of my Unworthineſs, and Inſuffi- 
Ciency of myſelf, for any Thing that is good. I 
know, O Lord, that without thee I can do no- 
thing, and therefore do humbly implore thy gra- 
cious Aſſiſtance and Acceptance of = ndea- 
vours to prepare myſelf for the worthy Receiving 
of the holy Sacrament of the Body and Blood of 
thy dear No | ns 

Stir up, I beſeech thee, ſuch pious Affections 
and Diſpoſitions in my Soul, and fill my Mind 
with ſuch holy Meditations, as are ſuitable to 
this important Occaſion : Grant me ſuch a Senſe 


of my Sins, and of the Sufferings of my bleſſed Sa- 


viour for them, as may affect my Heart with a 
deep Sorrow for my Sins, and an eternal Hatred 
and Diſpleaſure againſt them; and may effectually 
engage me to love and live to him who has lo 
me at ſo dear a Rate, as to waſh me from my Sins 
in his own Blood. | D 
I cannot but acknowledge, Lord, with Shame 
and Confuſion of Face, that J have often negli- 


ently abſented myſelf from thy holy Fable; that 


have often partook of it with Coldneſs and In- 
devotion; and that I have highly deſerved ta be 
for ever deprived of this moſt admirable Help 
which thou haſt afforded to Men, to advance 


them in the Paths of Piety : Vet, O God, thy 


Mercy, which always rejoiceth againft Fudgment, 
is not yet exhauſted : Thou haſt hitherto ſpared 
me, according to the Multitude of thy tender 


Aercies: Thou ceaſeſt not to draw. me * 
* ee 
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thee with the Cords of a Man, with Bands of 
10 Lobe; and thou ſtill vouchſafeſt fo lead me to Re- 
be bentance, by the Riches of thy Goodneſs, and For- 
Lbearance, and long ſuffering :----Sentibly affected 
with thy merciful and unmerited Indulgence, 7 
us | will now come to do thy Mill, O God. I earneſtiy 
c- deſire to make a better Uſe for the Future of 
H- thy kind Invitation: I deſire to preſent myſelf 
I at thy Table, with all the Devotion that I am 


20 capable of; and I rejoice beforehand, that the 
a- Time of celebrating the Memory of my Re- 
a- demption draweth nigh, when I ſhall have the 
ng Opportunity to bleſs and thank thee, from the 


of inmoſt Receſſes of my Heart, for the ineſtimable 
Benefits which accrue to us from the Death of 
ns Chriſt. How happy ſhould I think myſelf, was 
d but my Gratitude in ſome Meaſure equal to the 
to Greatneſs of thy Love! O grant that the re- 
ſe peated and precious Proofs thou giveſt me of 
a- | wy wonderful Goodneſs, may have their due- 
eight upon me, and induce me to give up 
2d myſelf to thy Service, walking before thee 27: 
ly Holineſs and Righteouſneſs all the Days of my 
4 | Life. O God, which workeſt in me 1 will, 
20 work alſo to do of thy godd Pleaſure, through 
| Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


i- Here follows a particular Enumeration of 
it | SINS againſt God, our Neighbour, and 
1 our Selves, for the eaſier Examination of 
4 our Lives; very proper to be uſed fre- 
E quently, eſpecially on Fridays and other Days. 
y of Faſting, and before the Sacrament.* 

C SINS againſt GOD, are 


. hetſm, denying Providence, Blaſphemy, Su- 
+ perf/tition, Idolatry, Witchcraft, Fooliſpneſs, 


oO Taken out of Mr Kettleqvell's Help to worthy Communicating 


42 Heads of Selj-Examination.” 
or groſs Ignorance of our Duty; Unbelief; hating 
God; want of Zeal; diſtruſting him; not praying 
to him; Unthankfulneſs ; Diſcontent in our preſent 
Condition, or repining at his Ordering; Fearleſ- 
nes, or venturing on any Thing, tho* we know 

it will offend bim; Common Swearing ; Perjury ; ; 


Prophaneneſs ; Di ſabedience. 


SI Ns againſt our BRETHREN ar 
I LARGE, which are Sins of 
Injuſtice, as Muriher; Falſe-witneſs ; Slander, 
i. e, defaming them with falſe Things; Lying; 
Unfaithfulneſs, or Breach of Promiſe ; T heft ; Z 
Aa a 7. e, wronging one that cannot cope | 
in Contention; Extortion, or depreſſing in bar- 1 
gaining; Cicumdention, or going beyond our Bre- 
thren. Uncharitableneſs, as Wickedneſs, i. e, a 
Delight in doing Miſchief, or making Work for 
others; deſpiſing and hating them that are good; 
giving Scandal to weak Bretheren, i. e, laying in 
their Way an Occaſion of Sin; Envy; Rejoicing 
in Evil; Uncharitableneſs in Alms; ſuffering falſe 
| Stains to ſtick upon others, when it is in our 
Power to vindicate them; Evil ſpeaking, or di- 
vulging any Ill we hear or know of them; Cen- 
| 9 Ih 7. e, a Proneneſs to blame and con- 
. demn them; Backbiting ; Whiſpering; Railing, | 
upbraiding them with our Kindneſs; reproaching 
them with their own Faults; mocking them for 
their Infirmities ; Difficulty of Acceſs ; affgonting 
them; Unceurteouſneſs; Uncondeſcention ; Un- 
hoſpitableneſs towards Strangers; Surlineſs ; Ma- 
lignity, or putting the worſt Senſe upon what is 
ſaid or done by others; Unguietneſs ; Unthank- 
fulneſs; Anger; Variance; Bitterneſs ; Clamour; 
Hlatred and Malice; Implacableneſs, or Difficulty 
in being appeaſed after any Offences; Revenge, 7 
or returning IIl for Ill; Curſing Enemies; Haſti- 
1 neſs 


I * 
PA © aA Fo 


XY . S 8 ty 


)) 


g 
g 
: 


s {Ty Wo Wwe WS 


JͤX%—llrrkxs NAS. Rb RS 


Heads of Self-Exammation. 43 


neſs and Rigour in exaQting Puniſhments, Di 
cord, as Unpeaceableneſs; Emulation, or pro- 
voking one another; Pragmaticalneſs, or being 
buſy Bodies; Tale-bearing; not ſatisfying for In- 
juries; Contentiouſneſs; Diviſion and Faction; 
Hereſy ; Schiſm; Tumult. | | 


SINS againſt our BRE T HRE N in 
PARTICULAR RELATIONS. 


SINS againſt SOVEREIGN PRINCES; as 
Diſbonour; ITrreverence ; ſpeaking evil of Dig- 


nities; refuſing Tribute and Taxes ; Traiterouſ- 


neſs; neglecting to pray for them; Diſobedience 
to them; Reſiſtance and Rebellion. 
SINs againſt BisHoPs and MINISTERS; as 
Diſbonour of them, eſpecially for their Work- 


Sake; Irreverence; not providing for them; Sa- 


crilege, or taking away, either by Force or Fraud, 


thoſe juſt Dues which were given to God for their 


% 
4 


Support; not praying for them; Diſovedience. 
SINs of MARRIED PERSONS ; as 


| wr ms in each other's Condition; not 


bearing eaeh other's Infirmities; provoking eac 


other; Eftrangedneſs ; Unfaithfulneſs to the Bed; 


publiſhing each other's Faults; not praying far 
each other; Fealouſy. 7 85 7 
Of the HusBanD againſt the WITE; as 
Not maintaining her with convenient Supplies; 


not protecting her from outward Annoyances; 


[mperiouſneſs, or a e magiſterial Exerciſe 


of Commands; Uncompliance with her reaſon- 


able Deſires, and Uncondeſcenſion to her pitiable 
Weakneſs. | 
Of the Wire againſt the HusBAND ; as 


© Diſbonour in inward Eſteem and Opinions 3 


Irreverence in outward Carriage; Unobſervance, 
in not forecaſting to do what may pleaſe him 
| "0 Dy 


o 
3 


22 
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Diſobedience to his juſt Commands; caſting off 
his Yekes or Unſubjection. 
Sins of PARENTs and CHILDREN; as 
Want of natural Aﬀeetien ; 3 not praying for 
each other ; Imprecation. 
Of the PAREN Ts againſt the CHILDREN; as. 
Not providing for them; irreligious and cuil 
Education; provoking them to Anger by impe- 
rious Harſhneſs and needleſs Severity in govern- 
ing; [giving a bad. Example. | 
Of the CHILDREN againſt the PARENTS; as 
Diſponour in their Minds; Ffrreverence in their 
Behaviour; being aſhamed of them; mocking them; 
ſpeaking Evil of them; ftealing from them ; Di 
obedience to their la wful Commands ; Contumacy, 
or caſting off Subjection to them. | 
Sins of BROTHERS and SISTERS; as 
Want of natural Aection; not providing for 
eur Brethren; not praying for them; praying 
againſt them. 
SNS of MasTERs againſt their SERVANTS; 
As not maintaining them; not chatechizing or 
inſtructing them; unequal Government, or In- 
Juſtice ſhewn in requiring unlawful, JFantonneſs 
in requiring ſuperfluous, and Rigour i in requiring 
unmerciful Things of them; immoderate T hreat- 
ning; Imperiouſneſe, or contemptuous haughty 
Treatment of them; defrauding, or keeping back p 
the Wages of the Hirelin 
Of SERvaANTSs wary 1 their MASTERS; I 
As Diſbonour; Irreverence ; publiſhing or ag- || # 
gravating their Maſter's Faults not clearing, 
when they can, his injured Reputation; Unfaith- || 
16 | in what he truſts them with, ſhewn either 
by their i 4 ſpending it for their 
Pleaſure, or by Negligence or Purloining, i. e, 
diverting it to their own Profit and ſecret Enrich- 
3 ment; 
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againſt him. 


Heads of Self-Exauination. a3 
ment; Diſobedienco; Non-obſervance ; anſwering 
again; [ Lying; Careleneſs ; | Slothfulneſs ; Eye- 
ſervice 3 Reſiſtance ; not praying for him; praying 


SINS againſt Our SELVES, are 


Pride, i. e, too high a Conceit of our Selves, 
and Contempt of Others; Arrogance, i. e, aſ- 
ſuming too much to our Selves, in ſetting off 
our own Praiſe ; Vain Glory, i. e, intemperate 
Affectation of the Praiſe of others; Ambition, i. , 


a reſtleſs Purſuit of Honour and great Places; 


Haughtineſs, in contemptuous ſcornful Carriage; 


Tmperiouſneſs, i. e, a lordl 
in commanding Men no 


Ads, of Behaviour, 


ay ſubject to us; 


Morlalineſs, i. e, an over-eager Care of worldly 
Things; Gluttony; Voluptuouſneſs ; Drunkenneſs; 
Revelling ; Incontinence ; Laſciviouſneſs; filthy or 
obſcene Feftings ; Uncleanneſs; Sodomy ; Effemi- 


| rateneſs; Adultery; Formcation; Inceſt ; Rape; 


Covetouſneſs, i. e, Unſatisfiedneſs with our own, 


and an impatient Defire, of more, or of what 


belongs to others ; refuſing the Croſs, i. e, de- 
ſerting a Duty to avoid it; {dleneſs ; Senſuality, 
i. e, an induſtrious Care to fatisfy our bodily 


Senſes ; ..Carnality, i. e, Subjection to our fleſhly 


Luſts and Appetites. 


To all which, add theſe other Sins, Which are 
peculiarly ſo among Chriſtians, viz, The Neglect 


in Chriſt as our Mediator. 


F Baptiſm, and abſenting from [or un-worthily 
receiving] the Lord's Supper; and want of Faith 


A penitent Confeſſion of Sins, with an humble 
 Supplication for Mercy and Forgiveneſs. 


FFOST gracious and merciful God, whe 
art of purer Eyes than to behold Evil, and 
canſt not look on Iniguity, I deſire to humble my 


a 
Soul before thee, in a deep Senſe of my own 
Vileneſs and Unworthineſs, by Reafon of tie 


many Sins and Provocations which I have been 


ouilty of againſt thy divine Majeſty, by Thought, 
Word, and Deed. Enter not into Judgment with 
thy Servant, O Lord, for in thy Sight ſhall no Man 


living be j uſtified. If I would contend with thee, 


could not anſwer thee one of a thouſand. If theu, 


Lord, ſhouldſt mark Iniquities, O Lord, who ſhall 


and? But there is Mercy with thee, that thou 
mayeſt be feared. Have Mercy upon me, O Lord, 
according to thy loving Kindneſs ; according unto the 
Multitude of thy tender Mercies, blot out my Tranſ- 


ons. Forgive, O Lord, all the Sins and 


| grelf 

Follies of my Life, which have been many and 
| Aran - and which I do now ,with Shame and 
Sorrow confeſs and bewail before thee. Pardon, 


O my God, my manifold Negle&s and Omiſſions, 


and my light and careleſs Performance of the 


Duties of Religion. without due Affection and 


Attention of Mind ; pardon me that I have not 
ſerved thee with that Purity of Intention, with 
that Sincerity of Heart, with that Fervency of 
Spirit, with that Zeal for thy Glory, with that 
Care, and Diligence, and Conſtancy that I ought. 
Forgive, O Lord, my Sins of Ignorance and 


Infirmity, which are more than can be num- 


bered; but eſpecially all my Tranſgreſſions of 


thy holy and righteous Laws, which are in any 


eaſure voluntarily and wilful, the Impurity of 
my Heart and Thoughts, all irregular Appetites 
and Paſſions, and every ſinful and wicked Prac- 
tice of what Nature and Kind ſoever. More 
particularly I do with great Shame and Confuſton 
of Face confeſs and lament before thee, from 
whom nothing is hid, that I have grievouſly of- 
fended ----{ Here name the Particulars.) Theſe 


my Tranſgreſſions, with many more which I can- 
| es 
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not rememher and reckon up before thee, are all 


in thy Sight, O Lord, and my moſt 


ſecret Sins in 


the Light of thy Countenance. When I look back 


upon the Errors and Miſcarriages of my paſt 
Life, and conſider with myſelf what I have done, 
and what I have left undone, my Fleſh trembleth 
for fear of thee, and I am afraid of thy Fudg- 
ments. I am aſhamed, O my God, aud bluſh tg 
lift up mine Eyes to thee my God. I have ſinned, 
what ſhall I do unto thee, O thou Preſerver of 
Men? Lord, I am vile, what fhal! I anſwer 


| thee? I abhor myſelf, and repent in Duſt and 


Aſhes. 
Every Time I recolle& the low Condition to 
which our bleſſed Lord was reduced; the long 
and cruel Sufferings he underwent for our Sakes ; 
I therein clearly ſee to what a Degree vin is odious 


in thy Sight; and that if thou hadit treated me 


according to the Rigour of thy Juſtice, inſtead 
of having an Opportunity of celebrating the Sal- 
vation of God, I might be now bewailing my miſe- 
rable Condition in that diſmal Place where there is 
weeping and wailing and gnaſhing of Teeth ; where 
the M orm dieth not, and the Fire is not quenched. 


But, O Lord, thou art gracious, and full of Com- 


paſſion, and I have found, by repeated Experience, 
that thy tender Merces are over all thy Works. O 
let me no longer abuſe thy paternal Goodneſs, nor 


turn thy Grace into Laſciviouſneſs, as I have too 


often done. Create in me a clean Heart, O God, 
and renew a right Spirit within me. Give me 


that Repentance unto Salvation not to be repented of, 


and which may be in ſome Meaſure proportioned 
to the Greatneſs and Number of my Offences ;. ſo 
that no Conſideration whatever may be able to 
draw me into Sin, ſince my Saviour has bee 
contented to bear ſuch painful Sufferings, in order 
to redeem me from the Dominion of it. 
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48 Pi 
And now, O Lord, in humble Confidence of 
thy great Mercy and Goodneſs to all that are 
truly penitent, and ſincerely reſolve to do better, 
J moſt humbly implore the Grace and Aſſiſtance 
of thy holy Spirit, to enable me to become every 
Day better, to reform whatever has been amis 
in the Temper and Diſpoſition of my Mind, or 
in any of the Actions of my Life. Grant me the 
Wiſdom and Underſtanding to know my Duty, 
and the Heart and Will to do it: Confirm me, 
O Lord, in theſe holy Reſolutions to amend my 
Life according to thy. holy. Word, and to endea- 
vour daily to increaſe in Holineſs and Virtue; to 
add one 3 of Grace and Virtue to another, 
till I come unto a perfect Man in Chriſt Feſus : 
All which I humbly beg for the Sake of the ſame 
Jeſus Chriſt thy Son, our Saviour and Redeemer, 

Amen. | 


A Prayer for the Grace of Thankfulneſs. 


| Lmighty God, who .of thy tender Mercy 
| didit give thy only Son to ſuffer Death 
N upon the Croſs for our n I humbly 
| beſeech thee to make me thoroughly ſenſible of, 
and give me the moſt unfeigned Gratitude for, 
| | this moſt precious Gift. O grant that I may al- 
| 4 ways remember, but eſpecially when I am at 
| 
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thy holy Table, with the moſt fincere and moſt 
lively Gratitude, this wonderful Miracle of Mer- 

cv, which paſſeth all Knowledge. O may I always 
[| e glad and rejoice in this thy Salvation ; may my 

1 Heart always burn within me at the Thoughts of 

q it. Receive, O Lord, my ſincere Thanks, and 
accept of my unfeigned Sorrow that the ſo 
cold, and ſo diſproportionate to the unmeaſurable 
Favour which I commemorate. Lord, what is Man, 
that thou haſt been ſo mindful of him, and the & 7 
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Man, that thou haſt ſo viſited him? O let my 
Mouth be filled with thy Praiſe, that I may ſpeak 
of thy Goodneſs and 4 thy Glory all the Day long. 
creaſe in me ſuch due Senſe of all thy Mercies, 
that all the Temptations of the World, the Fleſh, 
and the Devil, may never be able to quench it ; 
but that being enliven'd and quicken'd thereby, 
1. may 5 towards the Mark, for the Prize of 
the high Calling of God in Chriſt Feſus : So that 
having frequently remember'd my Saviour at this 


holy Table, with all thoſe pious and holy Aﬀec- 
tions he has ſo juſt a Claim to, he may, in his 


due Time, admit me to drink of this Cup new 


r, i the Kingdom of God, among the Bleſſed who 


perſecute me, without 1 Cauſe or Fault of mine, 


ſhall be called unto the Marriage Supper of the 


Lamb. Amen. | 
A Prayer for Charity. 


„God, who haſt taught us that all our 


* Doings without Charity are nothing 


< worth, ſend thy holy Ghoſt and pour into our 


Hearts that moſt excellent Gift, without which 


* whoſoever liveth is counted dead before thee.”* 


--- How unworthy ſhould I be to appear at thy 


holy Table, and take of that Bread of Love, if 
I entertained any Sentiment of Hatred againſt any 
of my Brethren. O ſuffer me not, thou God of 


Love, to fall into a Fault ſo contrary to the Spirit 
of the Goſpel in general, and to the particular 
End and Deſign of this bleſſed Ordinance ! Let 
this new Communion rather contribute to enlarge 
my Bowels towards all my Brethren, and even to- 
wards my moſt inveterate Enemies, for whom, 


as well as for myſelf, Jeſus Chriſt was contented 
.to die: Root out of my Heart all Thoughts of 


Revenge againſt all thoſe who deſpitefully uſe and 


and 
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and turn thou their Hearts: Grant that all of - 


us, who are to be Partakers of that one Bread, 


may put on, as the Ele of God, Bowels of | 


Mercy, Kindneſs, Humbleneſs of Mind, Meek- 
neſt, long ſuffering, forgiving one another, even 
as God for Chriff's Sake has forgiven us (leaving 
us an Example that we ſhould follow his Steps.) 
And above all Things let us put on Charity, which 
is the Bond of Perfectneſs; and let the Peace of 
God rule in our Hearts, to the which we are 
. called in one Body. Amen. 


A Prayer for the Morning we communicate, 
which may be added to our other Devotions. 


TJ Come to thee, O my God (from whom are 


1 the Preparations of the Heart, and the Diſpo- 


ſitions of our Minds for thy Worſhip and Service) 
to implore thy Grace and Aſſiſtance in the great 


Duty I am the Day to perform. Fit me, O Lord, 


by an hearty Gratitude for my Saviour, by a ſin- 
cere Love towards my Brethren, by deep Contri- 
tion for my Sins, and by a ſincere Reſolution of 


a better Courſe, to approach thine Altar. Fill 


mine Heart with ſuch an Awe of thy Preſence, 
as may fix my wandering Thoughts, compoſe 
my diſorderly Affections, and ſtir up my faint and 
cold Deſires; ſo that nothing during this holy 


Action may take me off from that Reverence 


and Reſpect which I owe to thy divine Majeſty, 
or that Attention which becomes the Celebration 
of theſe holy Myſteries. Let it be unto me a 
Feaſt of fat Things, a Feaft of Wine on the Lees, 
of fat Things full of Marrow, of Wine on the 
Lees well refined: And grant that at thy holy 
Table my Weakneſs may be repaired, my evil 


Inclinations ſubdued, my Faith ſtrengthened, my 


. Gratitude enliven'd, my Hopes enlarged, my 


Charity 


— 
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Charity -increaſed, my Repentance confirmed, 
and my Pardon fled; that ſo, what is began 
Here in Grace, may be conſummated in Glory, 
thro” the Merits of Jeſus Chriſt our bleſſed Sa- 
viour and Advocate. Amen. 


DIRECTIONS. 
HE N the Sermon is ended, let us endea- 
vour to compoſe. our Thoughts, and raiſe our 
n to a devout Attendance of the ſucceeding 
Sacramental Service. The Numbers that depart 


out 0 FA the Church may fuggeſt to us a melancholy 


. ' Confideration upon the Neglect and Contempt that 


is thereby thrown upon the Ordinance of our Lord 
and Maſter. How unaccountable it is for the 


Diſciples of Jeſus Chrift to think that he will be 


pleaſed with our hearing a Sermon (the leaſt Part 
by much, if any Part at all of Chriſtian Worſhip) 
"whilſt we live in the habitual Neglect of this mall 
ſolemn Act of Religion / 

When the Offertory begins, the devout Commu- 


nicant may be profitably employed in ſhort Medi- 


tations and Aſpirations ſuitable to ſome 9 Fl the 
Paſſages of Scripture then reading, e ſpec ecially ſuch 
as at the Time preſent do moſt affect 4 for 
Example, Let your Light ſo ; Co before en, 


Fc.“ Bleſſed Jeſu! — art the Light of the 


« World; ---- O that the whole World were 


guided by that bright ſhining Light.----Grant 


that I may ever follow the Light of thy Doc- 


Eo trine and Example.---O that I may abominate 
all Pride and vain Glory and Oftentation, and. 
all Thoughts of doing any Thing, with even 
the moſt diſtant View, to obtain the 2 6 
'* of Men.---But may I never be aſhamed to 

& ſeen of Men, where publick Duties are re- 


e quired ; wherever there may be Occaſion to 


* 4⁰ good; where my Example may be uſeful to 
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cc others, and I may be inſtrumental in leading 
<< them to glorify our Father which is in Heaven.“ 


A Prayer at the Offering of our Alms. 
1 RD, all Things come of thee, and of tbine 


own do I give unto thee: I deſire to honour 

the Lord with my Subſtance, and with every Part 
of my Encreaſe. Lord, pardon all my ſinful ' 

and vain Expences, and grant that for the future 

1 I may ever conſider myſelf as a Steward of thoſe | 
good Things which thou haſt given me. And O 
let me behave myſelf as one that muſt give Account, 


and of whom it is requrred that he be found faith- } 


ful. Grant that what I diſpoſe of to charitable | 
Uſes may be ever given with a right Intention 
and /ingle Eye, with an open Hand and chearful 
_ thankful Heart, in a due Proportion to my Sub- 
ſtance and Fortune in the World.---And do thou 
© bleſs my Subſtance and my Store, and bleſs me, 
Lord, in the temperate Uſe and prudent En- 
joyment of them.---Accept my Thanks and Praiſe 
that thou haſt enabled me to relieve the Wants 
of others, and haſt graciouſly inclined me ſo to 
do, and to give with a dutiful Regard to thee.--- 
O that my Alms, and the Alms of all thy Servants 


here aſſembled, together with our Prayers, may 


come up for a Memorial before thee lO that the 
Lord may be pleaſed to accept of what we do 

for his Sake, and for the Relief of his poor Mem- 
bers as done unto himſelf.---Blefſed Jeſu ! thou 
didſt not diſdain the humble Offering of the poor 
Widow; nay, thou didſt prefer it above all the 
coſtly Offerings of the Rich. -O purify our Hearts, 
and accept the Offerings of our Hands, not for 
any Worthineſs in us or them, but for thy own 
Righteouſneſs Sake, for thou alone art worthy ! / 
its DIREC- 


oY 2 


© ſuitable to the Lord's Supper. 53 


DIRECTIONS. 

The Exhortation and Sentences after the Abſo- 
lution might be eaſily applied to a devotional Uſe, 
turning them into Prayers, if they be read (as the 
Biſhop of Sodor and Man adviſes they ſhould be) 
with great Deliberation, * that the People may 
« have Time to reflect upon them,---and to apply 


them every one to the Comfort © his own Soul, 


« and to prevent all unreaſonable Fears and Doubts 


„% God's gracious Pardon and Acceptance. 


After the Conſecration. 


A Meditation on theſe Words : Do this in 
Remembrance of me. 
To be uſea if Time permits, before you go to 
the Lord's Table. | | 


ND is it likely, is it poſſible O bleſſed Lord, 

that I ſhould forget thee? Thee, ſo great a 
Benefactor to Mankind? Thee, fo affectionate a 
Friend and Lover of Souls? Is it poſſible that I 
ſhould ever forget thee; I, who receive all the 
Benefits of thine Agony and bloody Sweat, of thy 
Croſs and Paſſion, of thy precious Death and 
Burial, of thy moſt glorious Reſurrection and Aſ- 
cenſion, and moſt prevalent Interceſſion ?.. It is, 
alas, too poſſible; my continual Tranſgreſſions 
too ſadly publiſh it, and my preſent Stupidity 
and Indevotion do too evidently declare it! Vet, 
praiſed be thy Wiſdom, who haſt taken Care to 
bring thy great Goodneſs often to our Remembrance 
by the Returns of this heavenly Feaſt ; that Length 


of Time, which is the great Conſumer of all 


Things, ſhould not obliterate the Memory of thy 
wonderful Charity to us miſerable Sinners. Thou 
ſtill doſt preſent thyſelf before us hanging upon 


the Croſs, thy Body torn and rent with Wounds, 


and thy precious Blood guſhing out plentifully from 
TT 1 1 
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thy Side, to put us in Mind how much thou . 
haſt ſuffered for us; that thou who art not preſent 
to our Senſes, mighteſt always be ſo to our Under- 
ttanding.----Thus thou art evidently ſet forth before 
our Eyes as crucified among us: O that I could 
behold theſe lively Emblems with the ſame Af- 
fection with which I ſhould have been moved, 
had I been a mournful SpeQator of the diſmal 
Tragedy itſelf ! - When thou didſt ſuffer, the 
Rocks were rent in ſunder; and ſhall not the Con- 
ſideration of theſe Sufferings be effectual to break 
my moſt ſtony and obdurate Heart? 


. 


If thoſe who out of an heroick Principle of 
Patriotiſm, have expoſed themſelves to all the. 
Miferics, and Hardſhips, and Adverſities of hu- 
man Life, and have redeemed the Lives of Thou- 

lands with the generous Lois of their own, deſerve _ 
to have their Names mentioned with Honour, 
and their Memorics held dear by their Country- 
men; ſurely thine, O bleſſed Jeſus, ought to be had 
in everlaſting Remembrance ? For how ſhort are 
the greateſt Services of the beſt Men, compared 
with the amazing Advantages we receive from 
thee? As much Difference as between Earth and. 
I Heaven; between a ſhort Space of Time and 
Wi Eternity !---The greateſt Heroes could only defend 
| their Country from ſome temporal Evil, and per- 
Haps ſuſpend it for a while, nay, thro' the mani- 
Il fold Changes and Chances of this World, in a 
wi few Generations the Advantages ariſing therefrom 
quite vaniſh and diſappear z3 but, O bleſſed Sa- 
viour, thou haſt wrought eternal Redemption for 
2:5 The happier Effects of thy Death are always 
freſh, always prevailing ; and are not limited to 
the Time of thy Sufferings, but extend to all 
Generations. 8 
ul 
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Bleſſed God, and Saviour of Mankind, what 
ſhall I render unto thee, for ſuch mighty Love, 
for ſuch ineſtimable Benefits as thou haſt pur- 
chaſed for, and art ready to confer upon me? 
What ſhall I ſay unto thee, O thou preſerver of 
Men, O thou Lower of Souls, now that I am 
going to approach thy holy Table, there to com- 
memorate this great Love of thine to us, and to 
partake of thoſe invaluable Bleſſings, which by 
thy precious Blood- ſhedding thou haſt obtained 
for us. How wonderful are thy Doings towards 
the Children of Men ? Thou wert pleaſed to be 
made miſerable, that we might be made happy; 
poor, that we might be enrich'd /--- Thou felteſt 
the Smart, but we receive the Eaſe; Thou the 
Sufferings, but we the Mercy ; "Thou the Stripes, 
but we the Comfort; Thou the Thorns, but we 
ſhall. have the Crown: Thou paidſt the Price, 
but we get the Purchaſe. By thy Death we live L- 
By thy Blood we are cleanſed.--I loſe myſelf in 
ſuch a ſweet and comfortable Meditation: Jha - 
ſhall J render unto thee, my Lord, for all thy Bene- 
fits towards me? I am not worthy of the leaſt of 
all thy Mercies. © | 
„„ | ; 
Worthy art thou, O bleſſed Jeſus, to be 
obey'd in all that thou commandeſt us] worth 
art thou, for whoſe Sade do we do this When thy 
own bitter Agony was juſt approaching, thou 
wert even forgetful of thyſelf to think of us; and 
in the very Night wherein thou waſt betrayed, 
didft ordain this moſt powerful Means of Grace, 
theſe ſacred Pledges of thy Love, to be the per- 
petual Food and Nouriſhment, the ſtrengthening 
and refrefhing of our Souls: Oh! how earneſtly. 
were thy Thoughts engag'd, how wert thou 
wholly taken up with this great and important 


Deſign; - 
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Deſign; and therefore, waiting and wiſhing for 
that laſt Paſſover, when thou hadſt formed that 
mighty Purpoſe of inſtituting this bleſſed Ordi- 
nance of thy holy Supper; and therefore with the 
moſt affecting Tenderneſs of the ſtrongeſt Love 
didſt profeſs---w:ith Deſire with the warmeſt 
Paffion---have I deſired to eat this Paſſover with 
you before I ſuffer. And after this could it ever 
have been expected from any of thy Followers, 
that they ſhould have no Deſire to partake of this 
holy Sacrament ; that they ſhould in ſuch Num- 
bers contrive to make Excuſe, one going to his 
Farm, and another to his Merchandize ! O let thy 
Earneſtneſs and Zeal awaken our careleſs, carnal, 
wordly Hearts, to conſider our Duty and Intereſt, 
in doing what thou doſt command us, in doing 
this in Remembrance of thee.----God grant we 
may remember ourſelves, and be convinced that 
we are loſt and ruined for ever if we do not re- 
member thee.---Q Jeſus | thy Commands are not 
grieveus; they are full of Comfort and Delight; 
they are the {trait and neceſſary Paths to everlaſting 
Happineſs; and this Command moſt delightful in 
itſelf, and moſt neceſſary to enable us to obey 
the reſt.---Alas ! it. is not for thy Sake, but our 
own ; it is for our Sake and for our Salvation that 
thou wouldſt be remembered by us. Our Good- 
neſs extendeth nat to thee; nor can a Man be pro- 
fitable to God. Thou canſt reap no Benefit, no 
Advantage, from ſuch worthleſs Creatures, ſuch 
deſpicable Worms, ſuch ſinful Wretches as we 
are.---Ah Faoliſh and unwiſe ! how do we forſake 
and renounce our own Intereſt, and run head-long 
into Ruin and Perdition, when we forget, when 
we refuſe to remember thee -O ye raſh and care- 
leſs ones] conſider your Ways and be wiſe ; forget not 
him that upon you to remember him on pur- 
poſe to ſecure your Salvation; no longer fly from 

1 your 
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your higheſt Dignity, and Honour, and Happineſs. 
The Ox knoweth his Owner, and the Aſs his Maſe 


ter's Crib ; but more ſtupid and inſenſible, more 
ſtubborn and ungrateful than either of them is that 
Man that forgets his Saviour, and will not re- 
member him in this holy Sacrament.---Lord, i 

Ido not remember thee, let my Tongue cleave to the 


Roof of my Mouth, and my Right Hand forget 
her Cunning ; let me have no Power or Faculty at . 
all to rebel againſt thee, if I have none to re- 
member and obey thee. O that I may remem- 
ber thee at all Times, and that my Song may be 


always of the loving Kindneſs of the Lord, and 
eſpecially, according to thy Appointment, at thy 
holy Table !---O let me ever ſay, from the very 
Bottom of my Heart, and with all the Powers 
of my Soul, Bleſt Jeſu, thy Love was dearer 


ce than Life, and ſtronger than Death, and moſt 


< worthy to be had in everlaſting Remembrance!“ 


A Commemorative Meditation on our Saviour" s 
| Sufferings, which may be uſed during any 


vacant Time of the Service. 


1 Come to thee, moſt merciful Saviour, to teſtify 
the ſincere Love and thankful Remembrance 
I cheriſh of thy moſt wonderful Charity towards 
me, and towards all Men. | 


TI come to meditate on the tragical Circum- 


ſtances of thy diſmal Paſſion, that I may compre- 
hend with all Saints what. is the Breadth, and 
Length, and Depth, and Height of thy Love! I re- 
member that when thou wert in the Form of God, 
thou madeſt thyſelf of no Reputation, and tookeſ# 
on thee the Form of a Servant ! and that inſtead of 


being treated as the Son of God, thou walt not 
treated with that common Humanity which is 


due to the leaſt of the = of Men ! Tho? thou 


wert 
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wert Innocence itſelf, and did/t no Sin, neither 
was Guile found in thy Mouth, thou waſt deſpiſed 
and rejected of Men! Thy Virtues were reckon'd 


as Crimes, and for thy Courteſy and Humility 
waſt thou accounted 4 Glutton pr; a Wine-bibber, 


a Friend of Publicans and Sinners !---- Tho? all 


the Prophecies concerning the Meſſias were ful- 
Hlled in thee, and all the Characters of Place, 
Time, and Perſon did fully agree to what was 
Foretold by the Prophets; tho* thy Doctrine was 


as becoming the Son of God to reveal, as the 


Sons of Men to receive; yet (O thou Truth 
itſelf ! } thou waſt branded with the opprobrious 


Title of a Deceiver and Perverter of the People ! 


Tho thy Miracles loudly proclaimed the Truth 
of thy divine Miſſion, and were ſo publickly per- 
formed that their Reality could not be deny d; 
yet in order to take off the Force of that Evi- 
.dence, thou, waſt accounted a Magician; and. 
abſurdly, as well as blaſphemouſly, ſuppoſed to 


caſt out Devils thro” Beelzebub the Prince of the 


Devils, (as if Satan could caſt out Satan; as if 
the Devil could ſo miſtake his Intereſt as to lend 
Arms to deſtroy his own Kingdom, )---- Thou 
cameſt unto thine own, and thine own received 
_ thee not; to thy own Creatures, and they did not 

own and acknowledge their Maker! to thine own 


Kindred, and they efteemed thee ngt.!---I re- 


member that thy Soul was forrowful even unto 


Death, and that thou didſt ſweat (how terrible 


muſt be thine Agony!) as it were great Drops of 
Blood ..- I remember how thou waſt treache- . 


rouſly apprehended, and bound as the vileſt Ma- 


lefactor; betray d by one of thy own . | 


deny'd by another, and forſook by all; /et at 
nought by Herod and his Men of War ; ignomini- 
ouſly - hauled before the Tribunal of Annas, 


I > 


| Cojophas, and Pilate ; ſequrged! blindfolded ! 
— buffetted ! 
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buffetted ! ſpit upon! and hadſt even a Mur- 
therer prefer'd before thee l I ſee thee, O King 
of Heaven, crowned with T horns, oppreſſed with 
the Weight of thine own Croſs, and put to 2 
moſt ignominious and cruel Death, placed be- 


tween two Thieves; numbered with the Tranſ— 
greſſars, and loaded, amidſt the moſt bitter Suffer— - 


ings, with the Taunts and TS of a vile and. 
abandon'd Populace; who, inſtead of ſhewing that 


common Compaſſion which the moſt flagitious 
have a Sort of Right to, when brought to ſuffer. . 


the Reward of their evil Deeds, continue to per- 
ſecute thee whom God had ſmitten, and by the 
moſt deſperate. Wickedneſs, and the = un 
heard of Cruelty, talk to the Grief of thee whonr 


he had wounded.---They wagged their Heads and 


reviled thee, hanging on the Croſs l 
Never, ſurely, was ſpotleſs Innocence fo baſely 
aſperſed! Never was tranſcendent Goodneſs ſo 


unreaſonably abuſed ! Never was majeftick | 


Greatneſs ſo daringly and deſpitefully affronted } 


What then hadſt thou done, thou meek Lamb - 
of God? What hadſt thou deſerved, thou Saviour, 
of Mankind, to be thus cruelly treated? What: 
was thy Crime, and the Cauſe of all thy Pains 2. - 
bs waſt thou extended on the curſed Tree for 


the Space of three long Hours, at laſt expiring; 


as there ever any Sorrow like that which my 


| any Love like the Love which my Lord and m 


as the vileſt MalefaQtor ?---Thou had/# done no- 

thing amiſs : But the Sins of Mankind, and mine 
in particular, were the only Cauſe. The Lord 
laid on thee the Iniquity of us all: Thou haſt 
borne our Grizfs, and carried our Sorrows ; thou 
waſt wounded for our Tranſgreſſions, and bruiſed * 
for our Iniquities The Chaſtiſement of our Peace 


was upon thee, and with thy Stripes we are healed. . 


Lord and my God endured for me? Was there 


— 
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60 PRAYERS, Ne, 
God has ſhewed to me? I contemplate with 
Wonder, I adore from the Bottom of my Heart, 


this unutterable 2 of Condeſcenſion and 


Mercy. Why cannot I, Lord, love thee _ 
with an unbounded Love, and ſhew the Sin- 
cerity of this Love by a conſtant and uniform 
Obedience to all thy Laws? by daily denying 
myſelf, and taking up my Croſs ; by living only to 
thee ; by cleanſing myſelf from all Filthineſs both 
75 e and Spirit, per fecting Holineſs in the Fear 
of God. b 

How illuſtrious and amiable were thy Graces 


amidft all thy Sufferings ! O thou afflicted Jeſus, - 
I admire and love thy profound Humility, un- 


wearied Patience, Lamb-like Meekneſs, imma- 
culate Innocence, invincible Courage, abſolute 


Refignation, compaſſionate Love of Souls, and 


perfect Charity to thy Enemies. Give me Grace 


to tread in thy Steps, and conform yn to thy 


divine Image: So that having made thee the 


Object of my Imitation upon Earth, I may be 
called to glorify and praiſe thee in Heaven with 
Angels, Archangels, and all the Saints departed 
in thy Fear. Amen, - 


Th? following Prayer for God's Acceptance of 


our preſent Service may be uſed, if Time 


will permit, juſt before approaching the 


Lord's Table. 


J Lord our Father, our Redeemer, whoſe Name 


is from Everlaſting, look down from Heaven, 
from the Habitation of thy Holineſs and of thy 
Glory, in Mercy upon us here aſſembled to make 
a ſolemn Memorial of the Death and Paſſion of 
thy Son, according to his Inſtitution, and in 


Obedience to his Command. Grant that no 
Defect in any of us may hinder us from rc | 
0 


A 
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of the Benefits of that one perfe& Sacrifice, 
Oblation, and Satisfaction once made upon the 
Croſs for the Sins of the whole World, which is 
now repreſented and commemorated before thee. 


We beſeech thee not to remember againſt us former 
Iniquities, but to behold the Face of thine Anointed, 
and for his Sake to turn from the Fierceneſs of 


thine Anger towards us. Send thy holy Spirit into 
our Hearts, to cleanſe and ſanctity us throughout 
in Soul. and Body, that together with theſe con- 
ſecrated Elements of Bread and Wine which have 


been offered unto thee, we (who wait for thy 
loving Kindneſs, O Lord, in the Midft of thy 
Temple) may receive thoſe inward Graces and 


Bleſſings they were appointed to convey, and be 
waſhed in that Fountain which thou haſt opened 
for Sin and for Uncleanneſs. Behold we put our 


Confidence in thy Mercy, let us never be con- 


founded. | : 
Thou art, O bleſſed Jeſu ! the true living and 


Life-giving Bread which came down from Heaven + 


O may we ſo eat of this Bread, may we be ſo 
Partakers of the Fruits of thy Paſſion, as to live 


for ever. 


O O bleſſed Spirit of Grace, accept our humble 


and ſincere, tho' imperfect and unworthy Service; 
dwell in our Hearts by Faith; make Tetercefſimn 
for us, and ſeal us unto the Day of Redemption. 
-----Q let us continue thine for ever, and daily 
increaſe in us all holy Graces more and more, 


until we come to thine everlaſting Kingdam, . 


thro? Jeſus Chriſt our bleſſed Lord and Saviour, 
Amen. . | 


9 


__———_ 


At our Approach to the Lord's Table. 
N the Multitude of thy Mercies will I go unto 
the Altar of God, even unto the God of my 
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Foy and Gladneſs,---If thou, Lord, ſhould/t be ex- 
22 to mark — fs amiſs, who wc abide 
it? but with the Lord there is Mercy and plenteous 
Redemption,---Cloath me, O Lord, in the Wedding 
Garment, and grant that Feſus Chriſt (whoſe 
Death I do now thankfully commemorate) may 


be utito me M iſdom, and Righteouſneſs, and Sanc- 


tification, and Redemption. 


Ejaculations at the Lord's Table. 


O Jeſu! in the Bread broken I beholdd, 
with the Eye of Faith, thy _ torn 
an 


with Whips, and 'T horns, and Nails; in the 


Sins! 


By thine. Agony and bloody Sweat, by thy 
Croſs and Paſſion, and by thy precious Death, 
good Lord deliver me; be merciful to my Un 
7ighteeuſueſs, and my Sins and my Iniguities do 


ahou remember no more. . 

. O: Lamb of God, who: takeft away the Sins of 
#he World, my Seul truly waiteth upon thee, for of 
thee cometh my Salvation. 


I am not worthy to eat of the Crumbs which - 


Fall from my Maſter s Table. 


Greater Love hath no Man than this, that a . 
Man lay down his Life for his Friends. But 
God commendeth his Love. towards us, in that 
whilſt we were yet Sinners, Chrift died for us. 


For, we were not redeemed with corruptible 


1 put here a Variety of Sentences, in order for the Com- 


municant to ſelect thoſe which he may like beſt ; but by no 


Means with any View that he ſhould uſe them all, if Time 


does not conveniently permit: And I give this Caution, be- 


cauſe I have obſerved ſome People to ſtay an unreaſonable. . 
Time at the Table after they have received (I ſuppoſe to go 

thro" all the Forms of Prayer mentioned in the Book which 
they have in their Hands) to the great Inconvenience of other 


Communigants, and the Interruption of. the Service. 


* 


„ oY = 
4 ws . 
\ þ 


1 Aſartable to the Lord's Supper. 63 
S Things, as Silver and Gold, but with the precious 
Blood of Chrift, as of a Lamb without Blemiſh . 
and without Spot; and with him is plenteous Re- 
demption. 5 
At Receiving of the Bread T. 
IE this Bread, my Rord and my God, in Res 
membrance of thy wonderful Love towards 
Mankind, and with an entire Truſt in the Merits 
of thy Death. I deſire to thank thee with an un- 
feigned Heart, for thou art good, and thy Mercy 
endureth for ever. Make me a Partaker of the 
Virtue of thy crucified Body, and grant that 1 
may cruciſy the Fleſh with its Aﬀections and 


uſts. 


At Receiving the Cup +. 


Mall receive. the Cup of Salvation, and Neale: 


upon and praiſe the Name of the Lore. 

I drink of this Cup, Lord, in a joyful Com- 
memoration of thy Blood ſhed for the Remiſſion 

May the Blood of Chriſt, who thro' the.eternal ' 
Spirit offered. himſelf without Spot to God, purge - 
my Conſcience from dead Works to ſerve the living 
O Lord, I beſeech thee deliver my Soul; Let 
me be waſhed and cleanſed in the Blood of the 


Lamb. which was ſlain from the Foundation of 


the WA orld. 


Afterwards, ſome of theſe Paſſages of Scripture. 5 
5 may be uſed. 3 : 
Thanks be unto God for his unſpeakable: Gift, * 
in ſending his Son into the World; in whom tue 
+ Mind here fervently (but filently) to join with the Prieſt, 


when he addreiſſẽs you in thoſe pathetick Words, The. Body of 
tur Lord, &C, The Blosd of Ur Lord, & c. — 
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64 PRAYERS, &c, 
have Redemption thre his Blood, even the For- 


| groeneſs of Sins ; according to the exceeding Riches 


of his Grace. 
Bleſs the Lord, O my Soul, and all that is 


within me praiſe his hy Name: Praiſe the Lord, 


O my Soul, and forget not all his Benefits ; 2 
fargiveth all thine Iniquities, and healeth all thy 
Diſeaſes; Who redeemeth thy Life from De 
ruction, and crawneth thee with loving Kindneſs 
and tender Mercies; Who ſatisfieth thy Mouth 
with good Things, © 
Leet us give Thanks unto the Father, who hath 
made us meet to be Partakers of he Inheritance of 
the Saints in Light ; who hath delivered us from 
the Power of Darkneſs, and hath tranſlated us 
into the Kingdom of his dear Son. 

In this was manifefted the Love of God to- 
wards ur, becauſe that God ſent his oily begotten 

Son ants the World, that we might live thro him. 
Herein is Love, not that we loved God, but that 
he loved us, and ſent his Son to be the Propitiation 
for our Sins. 

Worthy is the Lamb that was flain to recerve 
Power, and Riches, and Wiſdom, and Strength, 
and Honour, and Glory, and Bleſſing. 

Unto him that loved us, and waſhed us from 
our Sins in his Bled (for thou haſt redeemed us 
10 God by thy Blood, out of every Kindred, and 
Tongue, and People, and Nation ) and has made 
as Kings and Prieſts unto God and his Father, 
to him be Glory ug Dominion for ever and ever. 
Amen. 


Being returned to your Pew, you may . addreſs 
yourſelf to Feſus Cbriſt. 
Praiſe and glorify thy Name, O moſt merci- 


ful Saviour, for this gnal Favour of admit- 


ing 


a. 
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ing me to thy holy Table to commemorate thy 


Death, and receive the Pledges of thy Love. 


Altho' I am unworthy of the leaſt of thy Mer- 
cies, thou haſt abundantly ſatisfied me with the 
Fatneſs of thine Houſe, and thou haſt made me 
drink of the River of thy Pleaſure ; therefore in 

the Midft of the Congregation will I praiſe thee : 
I will pay my Vows before them that Fear thee.--- 
O how plentiful is the Goodneſs which thou haſt 
laid up for them that fear thee, and put their 
Truft in thee O how amiable are thy Taber- 
nacles, O Lord of Hoſts: A Day in thy Courts 
is better than a thouſand ; Bleſſed are they that 


dwell in thy Houje.---Lord, it is good for us to be 


here. As long as I live will I magnify thee in this 
Manner, and lift up, my Hands in thy Name. 
Thou art my God, and I will thank thee; thou 
art my G:d, and I will praiſe thee. I will love 
thee, O Lord, my Strength and my Salvation ; J 


vill bleſs thee, and ſpeaꝶ good of thy Name. 


I have: now remembered the tragical Circum- 
ſtances of thy Paſſion, and it is my earneſt Deſire 
that they may be always ſo preſent to my Mind, 
as to engage me to ſhew forth a Thankfulneſs in 
ſome Sort proportionate to thy Love. Imprint 
ſo deeply in my Mind ſuch a lively Senſe of thy 
Sufferings, that I may never crucify thee afreſh, 
and put thee to an open Shame, by relapſing un- 
der the Power of Sin. I preſent unto thee my 
Body and Soul, for a living, holy, and acceptable 
Sacrifice, which is my reaſonable Service. Ac- 
cept this Offering abſolutely and without Re- 
ſerve. Strengthen my Reſolution to be faithful 
unto Death : Let me be renewed in the Spirit of 
my Mind, that being changed into thine own 
Image, I may abound in every good Work; fo 
that going from Strength to Strength, from one 
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Degree of Perfection to another, T may at laſt 
ft down at the Table in Heaven with Abraham, 
Jſaac, and Facob, and with all thy Saints and 
Servants who are departed in thy Fear and Love. 


Amen. 


[The Reader would be here admoniſb d not to 
ſuffer theſe, or any other private Devotions, 
to: interrupt or take from the Attention [0 
Juftly and preferably due to thoſe of the 
Church ; 
the Interval of the Congregation's commu- 


cating, and muſt be immediate, broke of 


when the Prieſt begins again. 


i. - Fn * it 
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« The following Meditations on our Saviour's 
&© Offices may be uſed at any Time, either 


c the Morning we communicate, or during 


cc any Intervals of the Service, whether before 
-£ we receive the ſacred Elements, or aſter- 


c wards,” 


A Meditation on the Prophetic Office of our 


Lord JESUS CHRIST. 


Wiſdom and Goodneſs, in the Recovery 


| DE adored be the divine Counſels of 


and Redemption of fallen Men! O the Length, 
and Depth, and Height of this unfathomable 


Mercy, that ever the glorious undivided Trinit 
mould g - f 


much beyond the Reach as beyond the Power of 
Men and Angels, of all created Beings whatſoever! 
That the Son of Gd himſelf ſhould condeſcend to 
become Man for our Sakes, and take upon him 

our Nature, that he might di@for our Sins! That 
he ſhould. vouchſafe to become our ME 3 
N | and 


or theſe are intended only during 


contrive a Way to ſave us! a Way, as 
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and ſtoop ſo low as to be our PRoyHEerT, 
our PRIEST, and our KING] My Soul, let us 

_ contemplate theſe ſacred Offices, and ſearch a 
little into this almighty Love, which is unmea- 

ſurable and inexhauſtible, which ſurpaſſes all. 
Knowledge, and can never be thoroughly ſearched. 
out; which Angels themſelves deſire to look into, 
and which ſhall be to Men and Angels the moſt- 
exalted Subject of Thanks and Praiſe, and of Joy 
unſpeakable, and full of Glory, to eternal Ages! 

T hou art indeed a Prophet, O my dear Re- 
deemer ; thou art of a-Truth that Prophet which - 
" Þ was to come into tb World A Prophet to in- 
ſtruct us in thy Father's Will, and, as far as 

| ſuch Knowledge was neceſſary for us, to let us 
into the Knowledge of Things that were to be 
| hereafter, and to teach us Things ts come; to ac- 

. . | quaint thy People with Things that ould come 
t paſs, that after they were come to paſs they might 
believe that thou wert HE, the very Meſſras, or 
Chriſt, the Auointed, the Holy One of God, th 
Saviour of 'the World, Thou art, O Jeſu, 
the true Light which. lighteth every Man that 
- cometh into the World; and it is thro' thee alone 
that we can know any Thing of God as a gra- 
cious and merciful Creator ! ----T hou haſt in- 


* e 
* 
a 


f  Þ fructed us in all that it was neceſſary for us to 
* believe or do, in order to our preſent or future 
2 | | Happineſs; and becauſe our Obedience to thy 
© | divine Laws is abſolutely and indiſpenſably 
I neceſſary to our Happineſs, thou haſt bound it 
+ upon us by the moſt powerful Sanctions, by ex- 
ceeding great and precious Promiſes, that by theſe 
we might be Partakers of a divine Nature; and 
I son the other Side, that, #nowing the Terror of © 
_ the Lord, we might be perſuaded to eſcape tbe - 
2 Corruption which is in the Warld through Eu. 


. 
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O the Purity and Sublimity of thy heavenly 


Doctrine! Thy Light is perfect, converting the 
Soul; thy Teſtimony is ſure, making wiſe the Sim- 
ple; thy Statutes are right, rejoicing the Heart; 
thy Commandment is pure, enlightning the Eyes; 
thy Fear is clean, enduring for ever; thy Fudg- 


ments are true and righteous altogether ! More to be 


deſired are they than Gold, yea than much fine Gold 
ſweeter alſo than Honey, and the Honey comb. 
Moreover by them is thy Servant taught, and in 


keeping of them there is great Reward. How in- 


comparably preferable is thy Doctrine to all that 


ever went before; purged from the Idolatry and 


Superſtition of the Gentile World, who had 
changed the Glory of the incorruptible God into an 
Image made like to corruptible Man, and to Birds, 


and four-footed Beaſts, and creeping Things. Thou 


haſt freed us from the Yoke of Ceremonies and 
outward Obſervances, which the Jews of old were 
not able to bear. Bleſſed Jeſu! thy Yoke is taſy, 


and thy Burthen is light: The Law was given (y 


Moſes, but Grace and Truth came by Feſus Chriſt : 
Life and Immortality were brought to Light by the 
Goſpel : Here we are taught the May of God mo/? 
Perfectly. We are beſt inſtrufted in the Nature 
of God and his Attributes, and the Worſhip to 
be paid unto him ; in the Original and Malignity, 
the great Danger and Demerit of Sin; the only 
Method of Atonement and Reconciliation ; of 
our being ſanctified here, in order to our being 
Juſtified and glorified hereafter.---Here we are beſt 
inſtruQed in all moral and ſocial Virtyes ; the moſt 
exact Juſtice and Equity; the moſt exalted and 


extenſive Benevolence and Charity; and in all 


Duties relating to ourſelves : Humility and Sober- 
neſs of Mind; "Temperance and Chaſtity ; the 
right Government of all our Appetites, Paſſions, 
and Affections. We are taught to lead quiet and 
1 | : | peaceable 
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peactable Lives in all Godlineſs and Honeſty, to 


purſue after the higheſt Happineſs in this Life, to 


qualify us for the moſt perfect Happineſs in that 
which is to come l- -O divine Teacher, thou 


heavenly Prophet! thy Doctrine plainly ſhews 


itſelf to come from God: And yet thou haſt 


been pleaſed to confirm it by thoſe unexception- 
able Atteſtations, MiR AcLEs and PROPHECIEsS. 
Thou didſt ſupply natural Defects, didſt repair 
accidental Infirmities, didſt cure the moſt ma- 
lignant and inveterate Diſeaſes, didſt ſubdue the 
Rage of Devils, didſt give Speech to the Dumb, 


Hearing to the Deaf, Sight to the Blind, Strength 


to the Impotent, Limbs to the Maimed, nay, 


Life to the Dead: Surely none could do fuch 
Miracles, except God were with him.--The Ac- 


compliſhment of the Prophecies is alſo an un- 


deniable Proof of thy Miſſion and Authority; 
thoſe that had been delivered aforetime and alſo 
diverſe others utter*d with thine own divine Mouth: 


As, thou didſt foretell the Treachery of Judas, 


and the Cowardice of Peter; thine own Cruci- 
fixion and Reſurrection; thy Aſcenſion, and the 


Miſſion of the Holy Ghoſt ; the Deſtruction of 


Feruſalem, and Rejection of thoſe who were once 


thy choſen People; the Succeſs of thy Goſpel, 


and the wonderful Increaſe of the Profeſſors of 


thy Name, not only again/? Fleſh and Blood, but 


againſt Principalities, againſt Powers, againſt the 
Rulers of the Darkneſs of this World, againſt ſpi- 


ritual Wickedneſs in high Places. o mightily 


grew the Word of God, and prevailed ! 
And to all this, by thy gracious Condeſcen- 


ſion in aſſuming our Nature to inſtruct us, there 
is further added to illuftrate, and exemplify, and 
confirm thy holy Doctrine, a perfect unerring 
Pattern of a Life without Blemiſh and without 
Spot, full of Love and full of Truth. Our divine 
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50 PRAYER „„ 
Teacher did not, like the Phariſees of old, bind 
heavy Burthens, and grievous to be born, and lar 
them on Mens Shoulders, whilſt they themſelves wouid 
not touch them with one of their Fingers; but he 
| was himſelf a Pattern of the moſt ſublime Virtues, 
| of the moſt rare and unuſual, of the moſt hard 
and difficult, of fuch Virtues as are of the moſt 
| common and ordinary, as well as of the molt 
neceſſary Uſe throughout the whole Courſe of 
| our Lives. ---- Reſolve then with thyſelf, O my 
| Soul, (but reſolve in an humble Dependance upon 
God, and upon the Help and Succour of his 
Grace) that thou wilt conſtantly follow the Doc- 
tttrine and Example of thy dear Redeemer; and 
being Light in the Lord, thou wilt walk as a Child 
of Light, knowing that it had been better for thee 
. mot to have known the May of Righteouſneſs, than 
after thou haſt known it, to turn aſide from the 
holy Commandment delivered unto thee. Embrace 
and receive, honour and obey him, as the anointed 
Prophet of the Lord to teach and guide thee : 
Follow him in what he requires and commands 
thee : folloto him in the Example he has left us, 
and conſtantly endeavour to do as he has done: Fa 
:>--Aglbw his Holineis in what he did; Follow his a 
Patience in what he ſuffered : Follow him to his # 
Table, there to contemplate his Life and Suffer- | 1 
ings, and to thank him (amongſt other Inſtances | 7 
of his Goodneſs) for giving us the Knowledge of i ;; 
Salvation, whereby the Day Spring from on high I g 
hath viſited us, and given. Light to us that ſat in 21 
Darkneſs and in the Shadei of Death, to guide 4 
our Feet into the Way of Peace: Follow him in * 
Life, and follow him in Death, and follow him , 
thro' the Gates of Death, till thou meet with io 
him in the Life everlaſting, when thou ſhalt ever 7 
be with the Lord, and reign with him for ever- I ©. 
more. Amen. „ ER 4 
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g Meditation on our Saviour's Prieſtly Office, | 14 
F ORD, how malignant is the Nature, how Wt 
c L terrible the Effects of Sin! What a Tranſ- 4 
„ formation does it make in Creatures formed bil 
d after thine own Image and Likeneſs ? What a 
| diſmal and doleful Separation between thee and 
* them? How miſerable was the Caſe of fallen 
f Man? Tho' made holy and zpright by his 
Creator, he, by his voluntary Tranſgreſſion, 
n || ſunk into a corrupt, degenerate, and curſed ll 
s | Condition; not only deprived of the [mage of Þ 
God, in which he was created, but liable te 1 
d | the Puniſhment of his incenſed, almighty, vin- 
4 | dictive Juſtice; and in that miſerable forlorn 
e Condition, how could he recover himſelf from 1 
7 that Abyſs of Miſery in which he was plunged ? 9 
G Did not Juſtice, and Truth, and Holineſs, re- 8 
E quire that the Soul that finneth, it ſhall die? Was 
d it agreeable to the divine Attributes to remit the | 
: Puniſhment without ſome ſuitable Satisfaction? 
s But who could make ſuch Satisfaction? No 
> One of the human Race; ſince all Fleſb has cor- 
5 rupted its May on the Earth, ſince all have ſin- | 
ned and fallen ſhort of the Glory of God, and 
therefore were involved in the ſame Condemnation. b 
No Man could redeem his Brother, or give his 
Life a Ranſom for him, for it coſt more toredeem 
their Souls, ſo that he muſt let that alone for ever. 
But Oh! the unfathomable Depth of almighty 
and redeeming Love, that could entertain any 
Thoughts of Salvation for rebellious, finful, | 
wretched Creatures | O the Depth of the Riches | 
bot h of the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God! hew i 
unſearchable are his Fudgments, and his Ways paſt 
Finding out ! --- Nothing leſs than infinite Love 
could-ſuggeſt the Thought; nothing but infinite 


m 


— ————ü—ää ß m — — 


72 PRAYERS, &c, 

Wiſdom, which is wonderful in Counſel, and ex- 

rellent in working, could contrive the Way; — no- 

thing but infinite Power could put it in Execution. 
Behold, the Son of God paſſes by us, and ſees 


u polluted in our own Blood : He ſays unto us when 


we were in our Blood, live; yea, he ſaid unto us, 


when we were in our Blood, live! He condeſcends 


to leave the Glory which he had before the World 
was, to become our High Prieſt and our Sacri— 


fice. He that was holy, harmleſs, undefiled, 
ſeparate from Sinners, undertakes to make Re- 
* conciliation for the Sins of the People; and as a 


Lamb without Blemiſh and without Spot, to give 


his Life a Ranſom for many, He his ownſelf 


bore our Sins in his own Body on the Tree, that 
we might be redeemed from the Curſe of the Law, 


being made a Curſe for us. He is made Sin for 


us, who knew no Sin, that we might be made the 


Righteouſneſs of God in Him. ” 

Thus were we redeemed not with corruptible 
Things, as Silver and Gold, but with the precious 
Blood of Chriſt, the Blood of God; and therefore 


if the Blood of Bulls and of Goats ee ro the 
purifying of the Fleſh, how much more ſball the 
Blood of Chriſt, who, through the eternal Spirit, 


offer d himſelf to God, cleanſe us from all Unrigh- 


teouſneſs © 


O thou who art called of Od an High Prigſ 


| after the Order of Melchiſedeck, I ſee in thy 


eternal Godhead the Fulneſs of that Merit which 
attoned for all our Sins, and purchaſed for us an 


Entrance into Life everlaſting ; and in thy hu- 
man Nature I ſee _ capable of being made 
an Offering for the 


ins of the whole World! 
It is by this Sacrifice, O my Soul, that thou 
art put into a Capacity to be an Heir of Salvation. 


It is by this Attonement, that thou art free — 
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all corroding Apprehenſions, and continual Un- 


certainties, whether upon Repentance, God will 


turn from his fierce Anger, that we periſh not? 


4 


By this bleſſed Sacrifice thou art deliver'd from 


that Terror which muſt ever accompany the 
Dread of Puniſhment from that God to whom 
Vengeance belongeth, Thou can'ſt look upon 
God, as the Lord Gd, merciful and gracinus, 
long-ſuffering, and abundant in Goodneſs and 
Truth; keeping Mercy for Thouſands, forgiv- 
ing Iniquity, and Tranſgreſſion, and Sin; who, 
thro this Blood of fprinkling which ſpeaketh better 
Things than that of Abel, will accept thy ſin- 
cere, tho' imperfect Obedience: For this bleſſed 
High Prieft of our Profeſſion, 1s entred into the 
Holy Place. with his own Blood, there to appear 


in the Preſence of God, and make Interceſſion for 
us, Thus, may'ft thou, O my Soul, draw near 


with Boldneſs, in full Aſſurance of Faith, thro- 


this ne Mediator between God and Men, the 
Man Chriſt Feſus, knowing that he who poured 
out his Soul as an Offering for thy Sins, ſtill pur- 
ſues that gracious Deſign to perfect thy Salva- 
tion. He ſits at the right Hand of God, and 
preſents to him that Sacrifice which he made on 


Earth, for a ſweet ſmelling Saveur, in that Na- 


ture which he aſſumed for our Sakes, which 
was made ſubject to, and ſenſible of our Infir- 
mities, and which was in all Points tempted like 
as we are, yet without Sin, and therefore he 
knows how to pity and ſuccour them that are 
tempted; and from the Remembrance of his 
own Sufferings is prompted to a compaſſionate 
denſe of ours; and never ceaſes, in Virtue of 
his Blood which was ſhed for us, to plead our 
Cauſe with God, and to interceed powerfully 
m our Behalf, „ 

D By 
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By this plenary Sacrifice, by this prevailing 
Interceſſion thou art delivered, O my Soul, 


from the Fear of Death, which otherwiſe would | 


have all thy Life-time ſubjefted thee to Bondage. 
Thou mayſt now look on the Grave as a Paſſage 
only to thoſe bleſſed Manſions where Chriſt thy 


Saviour has purchaſed thee a Place, which he 
is gone to prepare for thee ; where he continues 


to be thy Patron, thy Advocate, and takes Care 
of thy moſt important Concerns. 

How does the Thought of this Sacrifice give 
Rejt to all thoſe that labour and are heavy laden? 
— It is the Source of all our Peace, of all our 


Comforts ; that Anchor of the Soul, both ſure and © 


ftedfaſt, on which we may ſafely rely, filling 
the deyout Chriſtian with a Foy unſpeakable and 
Full of Glory, and with a Peace which paſſeth all 
Underſtanding / 

O my God, I am loſt in Admiration and 
Wonder at this: thy great Love towards us. 
Could it ever enter into the Heart of”. Man, that 
thou didit fo love the World, as to give thy Son 
(the Son of thy Love) thy a begotten Son, to the 
End that all that believe on him ſhould not periſb, 
but have everlaſting Life? — Surely no Words 
can expreſs, no Thoughts of finite Beings can 
reach this exalted Inſtance of God's Love to- 
wards Mankind. It is ſo wonderful, ſo ſublime, 
that the Angels deſiring to look into, cannot 


throughly comprehend it. 


Let the Preaching of Chriſt crucified be unto 
the Jews a flumbling Block, and unto the Greeks 
Fooliſoneſs, do thou gladly acknowledge, O my 
Soul, that it is he Power of God, and the 
Friſdom of God. Reſolve with S: Paul, to 4n9w 


nothing ſo much as Chri/t crucified, and glory 2 


the Crofs of Chriſt. Rejoice in the Lord, do thou 
Foy in the God of thy Saluation, But 
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But whilſt thou art exulting, O my Soul, 
on the Greatneſs of this Salvation, remember 
that Chriſt is the Author of it only to them that 
obey him; to them, who by Continuance in we!!l- 
doing, ſeek for Glory, and Honour, and [mmor-- 


tality: Comply with his Conditions, who had an 


abſolute Right to preſcribe the Terms on which 


he would bleſs thee : Turn thyſelf according to 


his gracious Deſign from thine Iniquity : Follow 


Holineſs, without which no Man ſhall ſee the 


Lord; and denying all Ungodlineſt and worldly 
Lufts, do thou live ſoberly, righteoufly, and godly 
in this preſent World, looking for that bleſſed Hope, 
and the glorious Appearing of the great God, and 
our Saviour Feſus Chriſt, who gave himſelf for 


us, that he might redeem us from all Iniquity, 


and purify unto himſelf a peculiar People zealous 
of good Works, | 


A Meditation on our Saviour?s Regal Office. 
Bleſſed Jeſu! my King and my God ! I 
believe that thou art of the Seed of Abra- 

ham, and the Son of David, according to the Fleſh. 

Thou art the King of Iſrael. Thou wert born 

to be a Light to lighten the Gentiles, as well as 

to be the Glory of thy People Tjrael.---- O that 


all the World may join in ſinging Praiſe to thee, 


who art the great King over all the Earth. 
Thou wert born King of the Fews, and with a | 
Right and Title to the Throne of David; but 
yet by neglecting and avoiding outward earthly 
Honours, and withdrawing from thoſe that would 
have made thee a King, hait plainly thewa the 
Emptineſs and Vanity of Crowns and Sceptres; 
haſt ſtampt a Dignity and Grandeur upon a low 
Eſtate, and more eſpecially upon an humble and 
lowly Mind.; haſt ſhewn that thou wert born 
| Xo D 2 ; for 
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for ſpiritual and heavenly Purpoſes, and that zhy 
Kingdom is not of this World. Thou didſt not 
arffect the Pomp and Glory of earthly Courts: 
| When thou took'ſt on thee to deliver Man, thou 
didſt not abhor the Virgin's Womb; and tho? 
thou waſt born a King, wert content to be born 
in a Stable; and humble Shepherds were the 
only Courtiers of mortal Race, that came to ce- 
lebrate the joyful Feſtival of thy Birth. Some in- 
deed of ſuperior Rank were afterwards drawn to 
thy Rijfing : Wiſe Men from the Eaſt (directed by 
Prophecy, and led by a Star) came to enquire after 
him that was born King of the Fews, and there they 
offer'd him Gifts as to a Prophet, Prieſt, and 
King. But how ſoon did the Kings of the 
Earth ſet themſelves, and the Rulers take Counſel 
together againſt the Lord, and againſt his A- 
nointed? One King ſought to murder, under the 
hypocritical Pretence of worſhipping, him that 
was born King of the Fews. In his mercileſs 
Fury the Lives of a Multitude of innocent Babes 
were cruelly deſtroyed, and, to eſcape the inhu- 
man . Slaughter, thou wert forced to flee into 
Egypt. Another King, in Mockery and Scorn, 
arrayed thee in royal Robes, and ſet thee at 
Nought. Pilate, the Roman Governor, asked 

thee, Art thou a King? Yet when he had 
thy Anſwer, he delivered thee to be crucified. 
And thine own Nation and more immediate Sub- 
jects cried out, We will not have this Man to 
reign over us, away with him, crucify him. Thus 
was he brought before the Kings and Rulers of 
the Earth, and accuſed, and condemned, and put 
to Death as a Malefactor: The barbarous Sol- 
diers, in Mockery and Scorn, inſulted the So- 
vereign of all the World : --- They put on him a 
Scarlet Robe, and when they had platted a _ 
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of T horns, they put it on his Head, and a Reed in 
his Right Hand, and they bowed the Knee before 
him, and mocked him, fayongs Hail King of the 
eros. 
But altho' thou wert, O bleſſed Jeſu, thus ill 
treated, crucified and Jain, thou wert ſtill the 
happy Conqueror of Sin and Death: It was not 


poſſible that thou fhouldft be holden of it, but with 


Royal Power thou didit ariſe to Life again, After 
thy Reſurrection all Power was given thee in 
Heaven and in Earth: Thou didſt in glorious 
Triumph aſcend into Heaven, and waſt there 
fet down at the Right Hand of the Majeſty on 
high. Then was thy Regal Power moſt eminent- 
ly exerted for the Planting and Propagating thy 
Church and Kingdom upon Earth.---T hou didſt 
ſend down thy holy Spirit in miraculous Gifts 


and heavenly Graces for the moſt extenſive Propa- 


gation, and moſt powerful Confirmation of the 
Truths of the Goſpel.---It is in Virtue of this 
Power - that thy Church is preſerved in the 
Werld, notwithſtanding the utmoſt Rage of 
Men and Devils againſt it; and that we ex- 
pect, in thy good Ti ime, the Fulneſs of the Gen- 


files to come in, when the Dominion of our Lord 
ſhall reach from Sea to Sea, and from the Rivers 


unto the World's End;--when all Kings hall kneel 
before him, and all Nations do him Service; — 
when the Lord ſhall ſet his Hand again the ſecond 
Time to recover the Remnant of his People, and 
Hall aſſemble the Outcafts of Iſrael, and gather 
together the diſperſed of Fudah from the four Cor- 
ners of the Earth ;---when the Heathen ſhall be 
given to my Lord and Saviour for his Inheri- 
tance, and the utmoſt Parts of the Barth for 
his Pqſſeſſion. Oh thou who art the Head over 
all Te to thy C hurch, may thy Kingdom 
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came: Come Lord Feſus, come quickly; let thy 
Way be known upon Earth, thy ſaving Health 
among all Nations; ſo that 2 Kingdoms of the 
orld becoming the Kingdoms of our Lord and 
of his Chriſt, God's Jill may be done in 
Larth as it is in Heaven.--- Haſten that blef- 
ſed Time, when Men ſhall beat their Swords 
into Plough-Shares, and their Spears into Pru- 
ning- Hooks, neither ſhall they learn Mar any more, 
nor hurt nor deſtroy in all thy holy Mountain; 
but the Wolf ſpall dwell with the Lamb, and the 
Leopard ſhall lie down with the Kid, and the 
Calf and the young Lion together, and a little 
Child fall lead them: And the Cow and the 
Bear ſhall feed, their young ones ſhall lie down 
together ; and the Lian ſhall eat Straw like the 
Ox, and the ſucking Child ſball play on the Hole 
of the Aſp, and the weaned Child fhall put his 
land on the Cockatrice Den. Then ſhall be 
Peace upon Earth indeed, and good Will towards 
Men: They ſhall come to Zion with Songs, and 
everlaſting Joy upon their Heads; they ſhall ob- 
tain Foy and Gladneſs, and Sorrow and Sigbing | 
ſpall flee away. 

O may thy holy Doctrine take deep Root in 
the Hearts of all chose who profeſs themſelves the 
Subjects of our great MESSIAH; and may they 
all adorn it in their Life and Converſation | 
May we be all fitted and prepared to meet our 
King and our Judge in that great Day which 
is appointed for the general Judgment of all the 
Earth! When the Son of Man ſhall come from 
Heaven in his Glory, and all his holy Angels with 
him, and the Trumpet ſhall ſound loud enough to 
awaken the Dead: When all the little Diſtinc- 
tions among Mortals ſhall have no longer Place, 
but the Rich and Great, as well as the Poor and 
| | Mean, 
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1 ſhall be ſummon'd to appear before the 
Judgment Seat of Chriſt: Kings and Princes and 
Nobles ſhall ſtand upon a Level with the mean- 
eſt Beggar; High and Low, Rich and Poor, one 
avith another: When the Son of Man ſhall ſet up 
his Throne, high exalted in the Air, and detcr- 
mine the everlaſting Fate of all Mankind.---O 
tremendous and terrible Day of the Lord! O 
glorious and auguſt Aſſembly ! How dreadful to 
all wicked Men, when the Lord ſhall come to- 
take Vengeance on them that know not God, and 
that obey not the Goſpel of cur Lord Feſus Chriſt, 
who ſhall then be condemned by an irrevocable 
Sentence, Depart from me ye curſed into everlaſt- 


ang Fire, prepared for the Devil and his Angels: 
How will their Hearts melt, and their Knees then 
ſmite together? How will they call in vain on the 


Mountains to fall on them, and the Hills to cover 
them? Remorſe and Deſpair will ever prey upon 
them; they will be given up to wailing and 
gnaſhing of Teeth, and not be able to obtain ſo 


much as one Drop of Water to cool their Tongues, 


tormented in the Han T hey that 20 not 
that Chrijt ſhould reign over them, and be willing 
Subjects of his Kingdom, ſhall be for ever forced 
to abide under the Dominion of the Devil, and 
be ſubject to his Reign and Tyranny for ever 
and ever. 

But the Righteous ſhall ſtand with great Bold- 
neſs in that Day, ſecure and happy in His Favour 
and Protection, who has put dawn all oppoſite 
Rule and Dominion, and all Authority and Power, 
and ſubdued all his and their Enemies, Sin, and 


Death, and Hell. Their Trial is at an E nd, 


their I. arfare 1s accompliſhed, and now the Time 
of Recompence and Reward is come; not for any 
beck 1 55 of Righteouſnefs which they have done, 
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but by the infinite Mercies of God, thro' the 
abundant Merits of their Redeemer, their Judge, 
and their King ; for whoſe Sake their imperfect 
Righteouſneſs ſhall be accepted and rewarded : 
Their Redeemer cometh, and his Reward is 
with him, and his Work before him. He will in- 
vite and receive them to come .unto him, and 
dwell with him in Glory.---Come ye bleſſed of 
my Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared for you 
From the Foundation of the World: They fhall be 
caught up into the Air, and be ever with the 
Lerd: They ſhall be advanced to Thrones, and 
Crowns, and Kingdoms,---to an exalted Hap- 
pineſs but faintly ſhadowed out by ſuch Deſcrip- 
tions ;---»to an Happineſs that Eye hath not ſeen, 
nor Ear heard,. nor is the Heart of Man able to 
conceive: No Speech can utter, no Language 
can deſcribe the Happineſs of him whom God 
delights to honour ; but every one ſo honoured 
may truly. ſay of that conſummate Bliſs, as the 
Queen of Sbeba did of Solomon, It was a true 
Report that I heard of thee in mine own Land, 
and behold the half was not told unto me: This 
Honour have all God's Saints; and none but 
Saints, none but holy, righteous Perſons, are 
entitled to it; none but ſuch are capable of 
| ſharing: in the Merits of our bleſſed Redeemer, 
of reliſhing the Happineſs of Heaven: Without 
Holineſs no Man fhall ſee the Lord.----O that 
we may therefore, in this our Day, know theT hings 
that belong te our Peace, before they are hidden from 
our Eyes! 0 that Men were wiſe, that they 
under ſtood this, that they would conſider their 
latter End ! --- But whatever others do, let it 
be thy Care and Buſineſs, O my Soul, to ſe- 
cure an happy Eternity: Put on the whole Ar- 
mour of Cod, that thou mayſt fight ahm 
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under Chriſt's Banner; own that great Law- 
giver, who is able to ſave and to deftræy, for 
thy Sovereign Lord and King, and let no other 
Lord have Rule over thee : Be not cheated out 
of a certain Inheritance, an everlaſting King- 
dom in Heaven, with the vain deceitfu] Pro- 


ſpect of any Kind of Happineſs on Earth: Be 


not ſeduced with Names, and Sounds, and 


Shadows : Let nothing ſhort of ſubſtantial ever- 


laſting Happineſs engroſs thy Views, and Hopes, 
and Cares. Look not at the Things which are ſeen, 
and are temporal, but at tbe Things which are 


not ſeen, and are eternal, knowing that thou 


mayſt, if thou wilt, be more than Conqueror 


thro him that loved us. 


O bleſſed Myhah, grant that I may ever 


. ſeek firſt the Kingdom of God, and his Righte- 
ouſneſs, and willingly ſubmit to his Pleaſure 
as to whatever elfe ſhall be added thereunto.--- 


Lord, let nothing be added that may draw my 
Heart from thee, or be the Occaſion of Dil- 


| oy and Rebellion againſt my Saviour and 


my King: Make me ever to hate Sin with per- 
fe Hatred, and do thou enable me to cat 


_ down every Imagination that exalteth itfelf againſt- 
the Knowledge of God, and bring into Captivity 


every Thought to the Obedience of Chrift ; going 


forth conquering and to conguer to pull down the 


ſtrong Hotds and deſtroy the Dominion of Satan, 
and ſet up the Kingdom of Jeſus in my Heart. 
Do thou ever rule and reign there, and thou 
only; let me be wholly and only thine. Thou 
art of Right my Lord and my King, O let it 
ever be my Choice, and Deſire, and Delight; 
let me ever eſteem it my higheſt Honour and 
Happineſs to have it ſo, and to behave myſelf 
as thy dutiful Subject 2 devoted Servant: So 
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82 PEAYERS,.&c, 
that neither Tribulation, nor Diflreſs, nor Perſe- 
cution, nor Famine, nor Peril, nor Sword, nor 
Death, nor Life, nor Angels, nor Principalities, 
nor Powers, nor Things preſent, nor Things to 
come, nor Height, nor Depth, nor any other 
Creature, may be able to ſeparate me from the 
Love of God which is ix*Chrift Feſus cur Lord, 


This is now a proper Scaſon to be mindful of 

the Wants and Neceſſities of our Brethren ; 
and toe cannot better exerciſe sur Charity than 
by recommending the whole State of Mankind * 
to the Mercy and Gosdneſs of God; and by 
interceding with him, by the Virtue of this 
Chriſtian Sacrifice, for a Supply of whatever 
they ſhall ſtand in Need of. 


A Prayer for the whole State of Mankind. 


God, who art loving unto every Man, and 
whoſe Mercy is over all thy F/orks, accept 


my Prayers and Interceſſions as a Teftimony of 


my Charity towards the whole Race of Mankind: 
Enlarge the Borders of thy Sanctuary, that the 
Heathen may fear thy Name: Give thy Son the 
Heathen for his Inheritance, and the utmoſt Parts 
of the Earth for his Poſſeſſion. O that the Heathen 
might know thee, and the People who have not called 
upon thy Name ! That thy Way might be known upon 
Earth, and thy ſaving Health among all Nations 
O that the Blood of Chriſt, which was ſhed for 
all Men, might be efeQual to the Salvation of all 
Men living in the World ! | 

* © Such Interceſſions always made a Part of the publick 
< Liturgies of the ancient Church, as is well known to thoſe 
* who are converſant in Ant:quity ; and no Part of the Prayers 


© exceeded more in Length than that which related to this 
Subject. Nelion's great Duty of frequenting the Chriſtian 
x | 3 In 


that Church which thou haſt gathered from among 
the Heathens, thy holy Catholick Church; ſanc- 
_ tify and cleanſe it by thy Word, that it may become 


* 
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In a more ſpecial Manner J pray thee to bleſs 


a glorious Church, not having Spot or Wrinkle, or 
any ſuch Thing, but that it may be holy and without 
Blemiſh. Give Grace to all Chriſtians ſeriouſly to - 
lay to Heart the great Sin of Diviſion and Schiſm: 
Take away all Hatred and Prejudice, and what- 
ſoever may hinder us from godly Union and Con- 
cord, that as there is but one Body and Spirit, and 
one Hope of our Calling; one Lord, one Faith, one 
Bapriſh ; one God and Father of all; ſo we may, 
in thy good Time, be all as the firſt Chriſtians 


were, of one Heart, and of one Soul, and may with 


one Mind and one Mouth glorify thee the Father f 
our Lord Feſus Chriſt, the Prince of Peace. 


Have Mercy upon the found Part of thy Church, 
which thou haſt planted among us, and graciouſly 


preſerved hitherto againſt. the Rage and Malice of 


all her Enemies. Perfect whatever is wanting in 
her, and make her a Praiſe in the Earth : Let not 
the Gates of Hell prevail againſt her, but continue 
her a Bulwark to thy true Faith, and a Protector of 
the Reformed Churches. O thou who art the 


moſt high, and ruleſt in the Kingdom of Men, bleſs 
him whom in thy Providence thou haſt placed over 
us to be the nurſing Father of our Zion, our Sove- 
reign Lord King GEORGE; prevent him with the © 
Bleſſings of Goodneſs, and make him-exceeding glad 


with. thy Countenance. Give the King thy Fudg- 


ments, O God, and thy Righteouſneſs unto the - 


King's Sons, and to all the Royal Family ; and. 
grant that there may never fail him a. an worthy 


0 fit on the Throne of theſe Kingdoms. Teach aur 
Senators Iiſdim, and grant that our Rulers may 


it; 
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not be a Terror to good Works, but to the Ev 
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that they may be the Minifters of God for Good, 


and not bear the Sword in vain ; and that the 
People may be ſubject net only for Wrath, but alſo 


for Conſcience Sake, O thou great Shepherd and 


Biſhop of our Souls, let thy Prieſis be cloathed with 
Righteouſneſs, and let thy Saints fing with Foyful- 
eſs: Do thou incline and enable thoſe who mi- 


niſter in thy Church to attend upon their Miniſ- 


try, and to take heed that they fulfil it; to 


tale heed to themſelves, and to their * 


and to the Flock over which thou el made them 
Overſeers. | | 


[Shower down, O Lord, the Bleſſings of 


thy Grace upon us here before thee, and all 


thy faithful People wherever 
This Paragraph is elſe aſſembled to celebrate this 
8 ſacred Ordinance. Give us at 
all Times due Preparation of 

Soul for a worthy Approach to thy holy Table 
And do thou pardon every one that prepareth bis 
Heart to ſeek the Lord, the Lord God of his 
Fathers, tho he be not cleanſed according to the 


Purification of the Sanctuary. May thy Love be 
ed abroad on thoſe whoſe Hearts are inclined 


unto the Lord God of Iſrael ; who long after thee, 
and the Pleaſures of thine Houſe, even of thy holy 


Temple; who thro' Infirmity or Sickneſs, or any 


unavoidable Occaſions, are prevented from exalt- 
ing thee in the Congregation of thy People: Accept, 


O merciful God, their joining ſpiritually with us; 


and do thou, by thy Grace, ſupply their Lack of 


the outward Means, and convince all that name 


the Name of Chriſt of the great Advantage of this 


bleſſed Ordinance, and of the great Neceſſity 
which lies upon them to remember their Saviour 
in the _ which he has appointed a 


Put 
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Put an End, O Lord, to all the Prophaneneſs 
and Impiety, which like mighty Waters have 
overflowed our Land. How long ſhall the Lives 
of Chriſtians be a Bye-word among the Heathens, 
and a Contradiction to our holy Profeſſion ? O 
give us Grace to remember from whence we are 
fallen, that we may repent, leſt thou ſhouldſt re- 
move our Candleſtick out of his Place, and thy bleſſed 
Goſpel be carried away from us 0 a Nation bring- 
ing forth the Fruits thereof. Be merciful to all 
my Relations, Friends, and , , 
Acquaintance ; particularly, PRO * 
[Here name Particulars. ] by this "Book, be is 
Grant“ that the Spirit of the r eefired to ex- 
Lord may 7 eft upon them, the . the unwor=. 
Spirit of Wiſdom and Under- thy Author. : 
ſtanding, the Spirit of Counſel 4 
and Might, the Spirit of Knowledge, and of the 
Fear of the Lord, and that the Courſe of this 
World may be ſo ordered to them by thy good 
Providence, that whilſt they are engaged in their 


neceſſary Buſineſs, and unavoidably careful about 


many Things, they may not forget the one Thing 
needful. To OO 

Have Mercy upon all thoſe who are under the 
Preſſures of thy mighty Hand; let them bring 
forth Fruit with Patience, and in thy due Time 


deliver them out of all their Troubles. Strengthen 


thoſe that are on the Bed of Languiſhing ; make 
thou all their Bed in their Sickneſs : Let them not 


faint, but tho* the outward Man decayeth, let the 


inward Man be renewed Day by Day, looking not 
at the Things which are ſeen, but at the Things 
which are not ſeen. Look with Pity and Com- 

aſſien on thoſe that are in Bonds, that are per- 
n Cuted for Righteouſneſs Sake : Deliver the Out- 
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86 PRAYERS, &c, 
Ungodly; be thou their Refuge and Strength, a 
very preſent Help in Trouble. Abundantly bleſs our 
Proviſion, and ſatisfy our Poor with: Bread; be 
a Father of the Fatherleſs, and defend the Cauſe 
of the Widow. | 
O thou God of Love and Peace, make Wars 
zo ceaſe unto the Ends of the Earth: Break the 
Bow, and cut the Spear in ſunder ; let the Wicked- 
neſs of the Wicked come to an End, but eſtabliſh 
| thou the Fuſt, O that Mercy and Truth may 
meet together, that Righteouſneſs and Peace may 
kiſs each other; that our God may look down upon 
us, and our Land may yield ber Increaſe. 
O Lord hear us and help us, and do for us 
more than we can asd or think, Hear and anſwer 
our Supplications for all, and give us a Portion in 
all the good Prayers that are made in Heaven and 
Earth, the Interceſſion of thy Son, and the Sup— 
plications of all his Servants, for the Sake of the 
ſame Feſus Chri/t thy Son our Lord, to whom 
with the Father and the Holy Ghoſt bz aſcribed, 
-as is moſt due, ail Honour, Praiſe, and Dominion, 
for ever and ever. Amen. . 
DIRECTIONS. 
THEN are ſome happy Minutes in our Lives, eſ- 
peciallh in attending at this Euchariſtical Serwice, 
ewhen the Mind, deeply affefted with the Love of God, 
or the Sufferings of Chriſt, or its o“ Unworthineſs, 
is as it were carried beyond itſelf. in devout Raptures. 
In this Caſe, it is perhaps beſt for us to lay afide all 
the Forms above provided, and to pour out our Heart; 
before God as Occafion may require. 
5 the Sacrament is a Subject abounding with a great 
Variety of fruitful Conſiderations, I would adviſe the 
devout Chriftian, who has frequent Opportunities 10 
partake of it, to vary his Meditations from Time to 
Time, ſo that he may go thra' the ſeveral Conſidera- 


tion 
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tions which may be deducible from it. Thus, for Exams 


| ple, in remembering our Saviour, he may one Time think 
of him as a Prophet, another Time as a Prieſt, another 


Time as a King. Sometimes he may confider tbe Death 
of Chrilt as a Sacrifice for Sins, and conſeguently how 
odious all Sin is in the Sight of God; and he may 
tate Occafion from thence to humble l for ſome 
particular Sin, confe/ſing and bewailing, and earneftly 
praying for Strength to conquer ſome particular Infir- 
mity, labouring to acquire peculiar Graces, He may 


conſider the miſerable Life our Saviour led on Earth 


as a Motive to Patience and Reſignation to the Will 
of God under affiiting Diſpenſations, fince ſo divine a 
Perſon, the Beloved of God, wwho had done no Sin, 
and omitted no Opportunity of teins Good, was fo grie- 
voufly ſtricken of God, and afflicted j- whereas wg 
ſuffer indeed juſtly, and far bort of what our Iniqui- 
ties have deſerved ;. and it is of the Lord's Mercies 
only that we are not utterly couſumed, becauſe his 
Compaſſions fail not. We may farther apply ourſelves 


to our Saviour, who himſelf was tempted, ta. enable us 


to bear our Afflictions, or remove the Barthen from us, 
as in his unerring Wiſdom he Sall think moſt expedient 


For us. We may alſo confider this Sacrament as a Feaſt 


of Love, whereby Chriſtians are intimately united into 
one Body, of which Chriſt is the Head; and therefore 
requiring from us the moſt ſincere and fervent Charity 
towards all Men, for whom, as well as for us, our 


bleſſed Lord was contented to die. From this Conſide- 


ration we may heartily intercede for all rhe World, 
and eſpecially for our Friends and Relations, &c. 


The Reader may find Hints for moſt of theſe Kinds it 
the foregoing Devotions, which he may —_— upon as 


he ſhall find Occaſion. 


A concluding Prayer when the whole Service 
i ended. 


Oo Moſt gracious and merciful Lord God, 


look down with tender Pity and Com- 


paſſion upon us thy poor. unworthy Servants : 
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Accept our weak Endeavours, forgive the Dead- 


neſs and Dulneſs of our Aﬀections, the Wan- 


derings of our Thoughts, and the Diſtractions of 
our Minds. Let the Merits of our dear Re- 


deemer plead our Pardon, and ſupply our Defects; 


and grant that the Remembrance of what he 


has ſuffered for us, may ſo influence all our 
Thoughts, Words, and Actions, that we may 


ever live as become thoſe who have been redeemed 
to God by his Blood. Grant that this holy 
Communion may not prove to the Judgment and 
Condemnation of any of us, but that it may 


be to the quickening and ſtrengthening of our 


Faith, Hope, and Charity, and all divine Graces 
in our Souls, Alling us with all Foy and Peace in 
believing ; and engaging us to walk warthy of the 
Vecation with which we are called, in all New- 
neſs and Holineſs of Lie; that it may guard us 
againſt all Temptations, ſupport and comfort us 


under all Afflictions, and prepare us for Death 
and Judgment, for Jeſus Chriſt his Sake, Amen. 


New unto him that is able to keep us from fal- 
ling, and to preſent us faultleſs before the Preſence 
of his Glory with exceeding Foy ; To the only wiſe 
God our Saviour, be Glory and Majeſty, Domi- 


zion and Power, now and ever. Amen. 


A. Prayer afler we are returned home, and 


which may be uſed immediately after, or any 
Time of the. Day. 


Lord, my God and my Father, I come to 
offer thee the juſt Tribute of my Praiſe 


and Thankſgiving, for the Mercy and loving 
Kindneſs thou haſt ſhewed to me this Day, in 


permitting me to taſte of thy Supper, and diſ- 
poſing me both to call to Mind the — 
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of my Saviour's Love, and to ſhew forth my 
ſincere Gratitude for the Benefits purchaſed for 
us by the Effuſion of his moſt precious Blood: A 
Subject ſo full of Comfort, and ſo fruitful of 
Motives to advance in Holineſs. 

How many, Lord, who being influenc'd b 
the Pleaſures or Riches of this World, when they 
are invited to eat of this Bread of Life, and to 
drink of this Wine of Gladneſs, obſtinately re- 


fuſe to come? How many pious and devout Souls 


are deprived of this higheſt and moſt ſolemn Act 
of Religion, either for Want of Opportunity to 
perform it, or thro' Doubts, and Scruples, and 
uneaſy Fears? and how many are ſuffering: for 
the Sake of a good Conſcience under the raging 
Violence of Perſecution? How happy do I think 
myſelf that my Circumſtances are ſo advantage- 
ouſly different from theirs; that I have both the 
Will and the Opportunity to approach ſafely this 
holy Table. I defire to afcribe all the Glory 
unto thee, knowing that every good and perfect 
Gift cometh from thee, the Father of Lights, and 
[ bleſs thee for the ſame from the inmoſt Receſſes 
of my Heart: Yea, Oh Lord, while I live will 
I praiſe thee ; I will ſing Praiſes. unto my God 


while I have my Being; for thou art good, and 


thy Mercy endureth for ever. 


O thou who haſt been graciouſly pleaſed to. 


admit me to this holy Communion, do thou 
accompany it with thy Favour and Blefling : 
May it make me a real Partaker of thoſe Ad- 
vantages which reſult from the Redemption that 
is in Chriſt Feſus; more eſpecially the Graces 
of thy holy Spirit; that in the Strength of that 
holy Meat I may walk courageouſly and con- 
tinually in the Way of thy Commandments, not- 
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from the World to the contrary. Hold thou my 
Goings in thy Paths, that my Footſteps ſlip not.--- 
O let it never be ſaid, that after having been 
treated as a familiar Friend, and having eaten of 
thy Bread, I have lifted up my Heel againſt thee : 
But give me Grace, I beſeech thee, to make a 
Tight Improvement of the repeated Opportunities 
vouchſafed me of renewing the League of Amity 
contracted with thee at my Baptiſm, and make 
me mindful always of that Covenant, living no 
longer unto myſelf, but unto him who was de- 
livered for our Offences, and is riſen again fer 
our Fuſtification, Jeſus Chriſt the Righteous, in 
whoſe moſt bleſſed Name and Words I beg to 

be heard. * Our Father, &c. 


Now the God of Peace, that brought again from 

' the Dead our Lord Feſus, that great Shepherd of 
the Sheep, thro the Blood of the everlaſting Cove- 
nant, make us perfect in every good Work, to do 
his Will, working in us that which is well-pleaſing | 
in his Sight, thro Feſus Chriſt, to whom be Glory 


: for ever and ever. Amen. | 


© As it is poſlible this little Book may fall into 

© the Hands of thoſe that may be deſtitute of Helps 

© for Family Devotion, I have added a Morning 
and Evening Prayer for ſuch an Occaſion,” | 


7 Morning Prayer. | 
Almighty God, the great Creator and So— 


| vereign Lord of Heaven and Earth, of 
Angels and of Men! Father of Lights, who 


If the Family has communicated, the Maſter may add 

the foregoing Prayer to their Evening Devotions, only chang- 
ing ve for I, us for me, our for my or mine, as often as theſe 
Words occur therein. 

4 Tgheſe Prayers (partly taken from Dr Howard's neweſt 
Manual of Devotions, p. 116, 124) may, with very little Al- 
teration, be as proper for ſingle Perſons to make Uſe of, as 


| tor Fannlies,. Awe le 


1 for theſe Things? We of ourſelves are not 22 
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dwelleft in the Light which no Man can ap- 
proach unto, accept this our Tribute of Praiſe for 


ail thy Mercies; for giving us Zife and Breath, 
and all Things that pertain unto Life and Godli- 


_ neſs; for preſerving us from Accidents this Night 
paſt; for giving us refreſhing Sleep, and for 


lightening our Eyes that we have nt ſlept in 
Death. But above all, we deſire, O Lord, from 
the inmoſt Receſſes of our Souls, to praiſe and 
adore thy amazing Goodneſs, that thou haſt 
begotten us again unto a lively Hope, by the Death 
and Reſurrection of Feſus Chriſt ; that inſtead of 
leaving us in Daræneſs and the Shadow of Death, 
thou haſt given us good Tidings of great Foy, and 
haft tranſlated us into the King dem of thy dear 
Son, We thank thee for the frequent Opportu- 
nities thou doſt afford us to think upon our Duty, 


and to fit our Souls for eternal Glory ; and that: 


notwithftanding our Abuſe of thy Patience, thou 


haſt ſtill given us this Day to work out our Sal- 


vation with Fear and trembling. For theſe ſig- 
nal Favours, for thy exceeding great and precious 
Promiſes, will we give Thanks unto thee; thy 
Praiſe ſball ever be in our Mouths : Me will be 
glad and rejoice in thee; yea, our Sangs will we 
make of thy Name, O thou mojt Higheſt. 

We acknowledge, O Lord, that we have ren- 
dered ourſelves unworthy of thy Favour, by the 
ungrateful Returns we have made for thy Mer- 
cies ; but filled with the Senſe of thy Goodneſs, 


and Forbearance, and Long-ſuffering, we are 


reſolved to live no longer to ourſeives, but to him 
who redeemed us to God by his own Blood": We 
will lay aſide every Weight, and the Sin which 
dith fo eafily beſet us, and run with Patience the 
Race that is ſet before us. But who is ſufficient 


tent. 
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cient to think any Thing good as of ourſelves : 
Without thee we can ds nothing: Our Sufficiency 
is of thee: Our Help ftandeth in the Name of the 
Lord, who has made Heaven and Earth.---Q 
firengthen us with Might by thy holy Spirit in the 
znner Man, to ſubdue our evil and corrupt In- 


clinations, and, denying ourſelves, to go on chear- 


fully and without Interruption in the narow Paths 


of Virtue and Religion, We know, () Lord, 


that zt Is good for us to hold ourſelves faſt by God, 
and fo put eur Truff in the Lord Ged; nay, that 
it is our only Happineſs. ----This we believe, O 
help thou our Unbelief ! es 
Preſerve, O Lord, our going out and our coming 
in, and let thy Bleſſing accompany us in what- 
ever we take in Hand. Give us Grace 10 Keep 


our Tongues from Evil, and our Lips that they 
ſpeak no Guile; and to put on, as the Eled of 
God, Bowels of Mercy, Kindneſs, Humbleneſs of 


Mind, Meekneſs, Long-ſuffering, forbearing-and 
fergiving one another. And may the awful Con- 


ſideration of the great and terrible Day of the 


Lord, when God Hall judge the Secrets of all 
Men by Fefus Chriſt, fo influence our Thoughts, 
Words, and Actions; fo continually make us 
take Heed to our Ways, that we may be accounted 
"2wor thy to ſtand before the Son of Man, and receive 
that great Reward which he ſhall beſtow on then 
that diligently ſeek him. And may, O Lord, 
the raviſhing Thoughts of that immenſe Happi- 
neſs reſerved in Heaven for us induce us to ſet our 
Aßections on Things above, and not on Things on 
the Earth, and may. we be thereby encouraged to 
bear with Patience and Reſignation, all thoſe 
Croſſes, Diſappointments, and Misfortunes, which 


are more, or leſs the inſeparable Companions of 


this preſent miſerable Life : Remembering __ 
that 
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that we are in thy Hand, nay, rejoicing above 
all Things that we are ſo; knowing that our light 
Afiiftion, which is but for a Moment, worketh 
for us a far more exceeding and eternal Weight 
of Glory ; and that after patient Continuance in 
well doing, we fhall receive Glory, and Honour, 


and Immortality, and drink of thy Pleaſures as out 


ef the River. Thou knoweſt beſt our Condition, 


our Deſires, and our real Wants: Thine infinite 


Wiſdom knows whether it be beſt for us 10 
abound, or to ſuffer Need: O do thou, inex- 
hauſtible Fountain of Mercy, ſuit thy Bleſtings 
to our ſeveral Neceſſities, leading us with thy 
Council, in order afterward to receive us to Glory, 
thro' Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, who, in Compaſſion 


to our Infirmities, has taught and commanded us 


when we pray to ſay, Our Father, Cc. 


| [Then read the Collect for the Day out of the 


Common Prayer ; and the two laſt Prayers 


in the Morning or Evening Service, Al- 
mighty God who haſt given us Grace, &c, 


The Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, &c. 
An Evening Prayer. 


$EOED, che bigh aud bots (on ms 
ame 1s Holy, who 


habiteſt Eternity, whoſe 
art of purer Eyes than to behold Euil, and canſt 
not look on Intquity, how ſhall we lift up our Eyes 
to thee, we who are encompaſſed about with 
Guilt and Miſery, and covered with Shame and 
Confuſion ?----O Lord, we have ſinned and have 
committed Iniquity, and done wickedly, againſt the 
Light of our own Minds, and the plain Precepts 
of thy holy Goſpel : ho can fland before thine 


Indignation, and who can abide the Fierceneſs of 
thine Anger? What ſhall we ſay unto thee, O thou 


Preſerver of Men? Shouldeſt thou deal with us 
3 ö 1 after 
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7 Evening Prayer. 


after our Sins, and reward us after cur Iniquitics, 


we muſt be loſt and undone for ever: But enter 
not into Judgment with thy Servants, O Lord, for 
in thy Sight ſhall no Man living be juſtified. 

Thou art a God ready to pardon, gracious and 
merciful, flow to Anger, and of great RKindn:/s, 
thy Mercy endircth for ever, and thy Compaſ- 
ions fail not; thou notogſt whereof we are made, 
and remembreſt that we are but Puſt.— O thou 
Father of Mercies, O Lord, thou Lover of Souls, 
hide not thy Face from us, nar caſt thy Servanis 
away in Diſpþleajure : Let the Interceſſion of 145 
beloved Son, in whom thou art well pleaſed, pre- 
vail on our behalf, and for the Sake of what he 
has done and ſuffered for'us forgive our paſt Sins 
and Follies, which are more than we can num- 
ber, and the Punihment due to them greater than 
zwe can bear. Give us, we beſeech thee, a deep 
Contrition for having offended thee our great 
BenefaRor, in whom we live, move, and hade 
our Being here, and upon whoſe Mercy alone we 
depend for conſummate Happineſs in that Eter- 
nity to which we are haſtening. 

O gracious God, who haſt promiſed to git 
thy holy Spirit to them that ask it, we humbly 
and from the very Bottom of our Souls, beſeech 
thee to give us his gracious Influence, to purify 
our corrupt Natures, to ſtrengthen our Weak- 
neſs, to comfort us in Troubles, to ſupport us in 
Diſcouragements, to ſuccour us in Temptations, 
and to aſſiſt us in all the Parts of our Duty. Give 
us, O Lord, that victorious Faith whereby we 
may overcome the World, that we may ever here- 
after live in thy Fear, and in a ſincere and uni- 


verſal Obedience to all thy righteous Laws. 


Let us never fall into a careleſs and unconcern- 


ed State of Mind, into Coldneſs and Indifference 
| | | | towards 


An Evening Prayer. 95 
towards the Duties of Religion; but grant, O 
Lord, that we may continually bear in our 
Hearts the Value of the Prize that is ſet before 
us, and that all our Pains, ail our Induttry, and 
all our Might, are abſolutely neceſſary, by thy 
Grace, to make us Partakers of that inconceiv- 
able and eternal Bleſſing. | 

O God whoſe Providence watches thy People 
for Good: O thou Shepherd of Iſracl, who neither 
ſlumberęſt nor ſleepeſt, defend us under thy IL ings, 
and let us be ſafe under thy Feathers ; keep us 
from all Evil and Miſchief, and from the Dread 
and Fear of any ; refreſh us with comfortable 
Reſt and Sleep, which may the better fit us for 
the Duties of the Day following. And, O Lord, 
make us ever mindful of that Lime when we thall 
lie down in the Duſt, that hat Day may never 
come upon us unawares, but that we may be al- 
ways ready, like unto Men waiting for their Lord. 


[Here, if Time permits, is to come in the ge- 
neral Interceſſion at Page 82.] 

Accept, O Father of Mercies, and God of all 
Comforts, our unfeigned Thanks for the Mercies 
of this Day. Every Day, nay every Moment of 
our Life, affords us new Inſtances of thy boundleſs 
Mercy. We thank thee for preſerving us from 
thoſe Calamities to which theſe poor frail mortal 
Bodies of ours are continually hable, and from 
thoſe Puniſhments which are the too juſt Re- 
wards ſor our Sins. If we have eſcaped any Sin, 
it was the Effect of thy reſtraining Grace: If we 
have avoided any Danger, it was thy Hand di- 
rected us: Mat ſhall we render unto the Lord for 
all his Benefits? O grant that the Senſe of thy 
Goodneſs may have ſuch an Influence upon us, 
that we may ſhew forth thy Praiſe, not only 
with our Lips, but in our Lives, by giving up 
ourſelves 
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ourſelves to thy Service, and by walking in Holt 
neſs and Righteouſneſs before thee all the Days of 
our Life, thro' Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, in whoſe 
moſt bleſſed Name and Words we farther call 
upon thee, ſaying: 


Our Father, &c. 


Unto God's gracious Mercy and Protection we 
moſt humbly commit ourſelves: The Lord Bleſs us 
and keep us; The Lord make his Face ſhine upon 
us, and be-gracious unto us; The Lord lift up bis 
Countenance upon us, and give us Peace, both now 
and evermore. men. 


